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THEi Horw. F. Ml. SI1ONE: He could give
security for costs.
.T.wH HON C. A. P1ESSIU, He might not

be able to do so.
Clause agreed to.
Clauses 27 to 36, agreed to.
Clause 37.-" Limitation of Damages"
THE HOE. S. j. HIAYN7ESz I have not f olly

considered this matter, but I am mincmed to
the opinion that the amount of £1,000 men-
tioned in this (,lease is not sufficient. it
strikes me that, in some cases, s91,000 would he
totally inadequate, especially where the person
was mlaimedl for life. I move that progress
be reported in order that we may have more
time to consider the question.

Tan MINISTER FOR MINES (lIon. E. H.
Wittenoom). This Bill has now been before
the House for a week, and this was one of the
points I especially mentioned on the second
reading. £91,00t) seems to me to be a fair
limit, when we consider the interests of the
public -ho have to pay those damages. The
payment of heavy damages has been a serious
matter in the other colonies, and the rates
charged on our railways are too small to allow
for unlimited risks. Ins the post office there
is a regulation limiting the amount
anY Person eaa recover if anything
is lost in transmission, and the limit is fixed
because the charge which is made is so small.
Ii, a colony like this I think £1,000 is a fair
slim to fix an the limit.

THn, Hors. S- J. HAYNES: If the rates are
not high enough to cover the risk, the Depart-
'inent can easily make a higher charge. I do
not see why the Government should be is a
different position to a private individual, who
has to take the consequences of his negligence.
The Ron. the Minister nays that the post office
has a limit, but I think it is unreasonable to
compare a chattel with a life or a limb. I ask
that progress be reported.

Motion put and passed.
Progress reported.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House, at 9.30 O'clock. P.m., adjourned
until Thursday, September 19, at 4.810
Weloek P.M.

Wednesday, 181h September, 1895.

lkssage froe. fis Excellency the Adininistraitor;
Siqplnzeta.yEstinites-Cssto,,s drawback

upon Goodls Jirpored-Reort on qna/ity of
Lead and 'ndier along Blridgetown Railwaly
Routes-Engineering, D)ifficulties, 2Vmber 11e-
sourres, ej'c., along PIridygelswn Railway
Routes-'opyriyh e ill: third reding-Esti-
noltes, 3895-6 : in comiittee-fcssngesfront the
Legislative CounciL Mines Begidation Bill1,

fi1rstreadingj Partuershtip BUi an...endnens-
Assisted Schools Abolition Bill: second read-
iny-A(journatent.

THE SPEAKliM took the chair at 4.3

o'clockf, P.M.

PRAYERS.

MESSAGE FRONT HIS EXCEMLENCY THE
ADMINISTRATOR.

SUFPLELn4TARY JESTIMATES.

The following- Message was presented to Mr.
Speaker by Sir John Forrest, and the sime was

read. and w."Ha follows:-

ALEX. C. ONSLOW,

Administrator,

The Administrator transmits to the Legis-
lative Assembly additional Estimates of ex-
penditure for the year ending 80th June, 1896,
to the extent of £20,900, and recommends an
appropriation of the Consolidated Revenue

accordingly.
GAovernment House, Perth,

September 18th, 1895.

CUSTOMS DRAWBACK UPON GOODS

EXPORTED.

MR. HASSELL, for Ma. CONNORe, in accord-
are with notice, asked the Colonial Treasurer
whether it was the intention of the Govern-
wuent to institute a system of drawback, in
the Customs Department, for goods on which
duties had been paid and which had to be
exported.
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THE PRIEMIEV. (TRon. Sir J. Forrest) re-
plied thaLt the Government bad no sucht
intention at present.

REPORT ON QUALITY OF LAND AN!)
TIMIBER ALONG BRIDGETOWN RAIL-

WAY ROUTES.

Ma. RANDELL, in accordance with notice,
moved, "1That there ho laid upon the table of
the Rlouse the report maide by Mr. Surveyor
Brazier to the Commissioner of Crown Lands
en the quality of the land and timuber in the
vicinity of each of the surveyed routes of the
proposed railway horn Donnybrook to Bridge-
town."

Question put and passed.

ENGINEERING DIFFICULTIEti, TIMBER
RESOURCES, &c. ALONG BRI UGETOWN

RAILWAY ROUTES.

Ma. RANDELL, in accordance with notice,
moved, "That Mr. Moody? who made the
detailed survey of the proposed routes of the
railway fromn Donnybrook to Bridgetown, be
requested by the Corn tissiouerof Rail ways to
make a report, to he laid on the table of the
House, containing--

1, The distance, engineering features, and
probable estimated cost of each route.

2. The quantity arid quality of land in tire
vicinity of each route.

3. The quantity and quality of the timber
available on each route.

4. The route that would serve the largest
number of people. both now and prospectively,
and that would be most likely to provide work
foir the raitway when completed, and gene-
rally promote the settlement of the c ountry.

Question put and passed.

COPYRIGHT BILL.

Read a third time, and ordered to be trans-
mitted to the Legislative Council.

ESTIMATES, 1895-6.

The House went into C6mmittee for the
further consideration of the Estimates,
on the Vote-Works and Build ings, £44,1m6
13s. 4d.

Ma. LE AKE, ref'erring to Iteta 1 0 (Perth
Hospital, £5,500) asked whethrer this vote was
intended for further additions to the hospital.

THE PREMI1ER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): It is.
MIB. LEARE treated that, in anything fur-

ther done to the hospital, care would be Ilaken
to increase the accommnodation. A consider-
able amount bad been expended in connection
with the hospital, and it appeared as if the
greater part of the new b)ulding was not being
given rip to the patients, but to the staff. So
far as the patients were concerned, he was
inforined very little extr anccommnodation had
been provided, Ile mentioned the matter in
or-der that Sorne explanattion miight be miade as
to the effect of the alterations.

THE PIIEM TEE (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) replied
that when the preient building was finished
there would be a considerable increase in the
accommodiation available for patients. This
extra room would he obtained by the remnoval
of the administrative part Of the hospital
and the staff into the new building. At the
present time there was provision for some-
thing like thirty-six patients, and, when the
alterations were c3ompteted, he believed there
would be room for sixty-eight. When all
the alterations were carried out it would be
found there would be ample accommodation
for all purposes.

Bin. LEA KE judged fronal what had been said
originally that th e accommodation for patients
would have been qarrdruplcd, instead of wh ich,
he foxud, from the remnarks of the Premier,
it would only be doubled. Fie had been in-
formed that, so far as the front door of the
building was concerned, there would ho a
difficutty in getting pa~tients through on a
stretcher,'owing to the narrowness of the
doorway.

THiE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Eon. H. W. Venna) said the original designs
for the building- had been submitted to the
medical staff of the hospital, and they had
spent a considerable time before the plans
were finally adopted. The original design
did not provide for the administrative
quarters being in the new building, but the
whole of the old building would now be used
for the accomrmodation of patients. It was
also intended that the fLurther additions
should he given up entirely to the accomzaoda-
tion of Patients.

A., RANDELL believed that one of the
greatest difficulties in the hospital hitherto
ha been the want of an operating theatre

rASSEMBLY.] Estimates 1895-6.
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and a proper lift for the conveyance of
patients from one floor to another.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLEC WORKS
(Hon. . W. Veu) had never heard of the
difficulty, but he had no doubt an operating
theatre had been included in the original
design.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. H. W. Veon), referring to Item No.
158 (Dundas Police Quarters and Lockup,
£91,000), said it was not yet certain whether
the town of Dundag or that of the Norseman
would be the proper place for these buildings,
and he moved to insert after the word
"Dundas " the word" rgoldfields."

Amendment put and passed.
THEs DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS

(Hon. H. W. Venn) referring to item No. 174
(Israelite Bay Telegraph Station1 .£2,500),
eaidl the proper name for the position of this
station would be Point Malcolm, and he moved
that the words "Point Malcolm " be inserted
in lieu of the words " Israelite Bay."

Amendment pot and pasesed.
Mn. A. FORREST, referring to item No.

177 (Kellerberin Post Office, £580). moved
that this item be struck out. There was only
one settler in the vicinity, and the post office
was not required.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hion. R. W. Venn), hoped the item would not
he struck out, for the reason that although
the locality was not a populous one, the post
office and quarters were required, not only for
the postmaster, but also for the linemen
living in the district.

Ma, LEAKE endorsed the remarks of the
hon. member for West Kimberloy, and drew
attention to the fact that there were only one
or two settlers. There was proposed to be
expended the swmn of £580 on buildings, and
there was an additional £150 per annum for
the salary of the postmaster. If the quarters
-were required for the linemen, probably they
could do the workinstead of a postmasterand
thus save the salary of the latter.

Question, that the item be struck oat put
and negatived.

Ma. MAuMION, referring to Item 178
(JKarnalpi post office, £2100), asked whether
this proposed expenditure would not also be
an extravagance.

Tax DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(HOD. H. W. Venn) said the new building
would be temporary. A post office of some

kind must be provided, but IKurnalpi was no
so flourishing as formerly.

Mn. A. FORREST, referring- to Item 181
(Muleno post office, £500), said it would be
a waste of money to build a post office at a
place that mu st go down as soon as tho rail-
way wite continued past it. Tise township
would, in the ordinary course of events, be
albandoned as a result of the railway taking
the traffic away to other centres.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hlon. H. W. Venn) amid the hen, member's
contention was right, bat there must be some
provision for the population which was likely
to be there during the next two or three
years, if not permanently. The wool of the
district must come to Mullewa station, after
the railway! was made through to Cue, and
Mullewa, must continue to be somewhat of a
centre. The Government had a police station
there, and the Postal Department required a
post office at Mullewa.

Mn. A. FORREST said the explanation
was not satisfactory to him. Knowing
the district, he was sure that no wool
would be loaded at Mullewa, as the wool for
the IXurohison would reach the railway further
back. He asked the committee not to
consent to the throwing away of £4500 on a
building that would not be required a year or
two hence, when Muliewe would be an aban-
doned township. T'he same result was taking
place as a result of the Coolgardie. ra~ilwa~y
being constructed beyond Southern Cross.

Tirm DIRECTOR 01F PUBLIC WORKS
(Ron. 11. W. Venn) said some provision must
be made for the considerable number of people
then at Mullewn, and the building would be
constructed ot wood and iron, so that it could
be removed af terwards, if necessary.

Mn, GEORGE said that, having had some
experience in the construction of railways, he
had noticed that in constructing a new rail-
way the starting town got a stimulus in trade,
which lasted a, little time; then the next
settlement at the head of the line got a.
stimulus, which died away as soon as the rail-
way reached a further settlement, and so on
successively as the construction proceeded.
After a fictitious advance, the trade of a town-
ship tapped by a railway was drained away
more or less as soon as the railway got past
that town, and the town then began to go
down. lMullewa consisted of about three

public buildings before the railway to Cue
Iwas comlmenced, and as sure as that railway
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went past it, so surely wcould the trade and
population be dra-wn away to other ceintres,
unless Mullowa had a6 backbone of industries
to keep it going, which he believed it had not.
,rho same result was happening on the railway
to Coolgardie, for, as soon as the contractors
opened the line twenty miles beyond Southern
Cross, the forwarding agents shifted their
crunps to the new place, and Southern Cross
was going down fRat, as the result of the traffic
passing right threugh. [Mafi. MORANq: Non-
sense.] The hon. member used that word
because it was natural to him. Southern
Cross had already gone down pretty consider-
'nbly, as he had reason to know; and Mullewa,
would go down in like manner.

Tars DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. Hf. W. Vena) said he had forgotten to
point out that the Midland Riailway Company
contemplated extending their-lino by making
a connection with the goldfields line at
Mullewa; and, if that were done, Mallewa
would then become a centre for loading fat
stock from the Northern districts for the
Southern markets. If he had anything to do
with the Midland Company, that would be an
object he would try to attain.

MiL A. FORREST said that, in the event of
the Midland Company making that connec-
tion, it would be time enough for the Govern-
ment to spend £2500 in building a post-ofiee.

MR. ILLINGWORTRL said the amount pro-
posnd was small1, and the committee might
well pass it, as a large population was in the
locality at present, as shown by the fact that
Mullewa had four hotels. 1fe knew that a
certain district a few miles f rm Mullewa, was
being prospected, and his information in-
dicated that it was likely to become a somue-
what prosperous little goldfield. The bnilding,
if put up now, might he removed when neces-
sary, without mnch expense.

Mn. MORLN said the committee should
not be alarmed at the statement that South-
ern Cross was going down.

THE CHAIRmAN said the condition of
Southern Cross was not now before the Comn-
mittee.

MR. GEORGE pointed out some errors in
figures, showing the unexpended balances in
Items 138 and 171.

Tua PREMIER (Ron. Sir J. Forrest)
thanked the hon. member for dr-awiug atten-
tion to these errors, and said he would have
t hem put right.

Mnu. GEORGE, referring to the item "South
Perth Jetty, £400," asked what this amount
was required for, and where it was intended
this jetty should be erected.

Taun PREMIER (Hon. Sir 3. Forrest) re-
plied thaLt the jetty was to be erected at South
Perth, near the Point. It was wanted by the
South Perth Ronds Boar-d, and it was consi-
dered that it would be very usefel both for
passengers and goods, as the river steamboats
mnight be. induced to call there.

MR. ILLINGWOri'H, ref erring to the item
"Railway Surveys, Marble liar-Pil harra
Goldields, £1,500," desired to express his
great satisfaction at the fact that the Govern-
ment had been pleased to proceed with this
survey, which had been asked for last session,
and also because they wore spending such a
large sum of money on unroproductive works
out of the revenue. He was pleased to find
that, in this respect, the Government had
yielded to the strongly-expressed wishes of
himself and other members of the House.

MR. GEORGE, referring to the item "Addi.
tional Improvements to Opened Railways,
£40,000," asked whether this included the
duplication of the line between Perth and
Fremantle.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hon. H. W. Veen) said it did not. It pro-
vided for many improvements to lines which
had been opened, such as a large shed for
Fremantle, the improvement of the Fremantle
rail way station, and for an outwards goods
shed in Perth. There were also improve-
nments intended to be made to a number of
other stations, including that at Spencer's
Brook, Newcastle, and the Clackline, so tha~t
these stations would be rendered more com-
fortable for the travelling public.

MRs. GEORGE asked where it was intended
the outwards goods shed in Perth should be0
placed.

Ta" COMMIFSSINER OF RAILWAYS
(Ron. H. W. Vena) replied that the intention
was to have this shed built end on
to the Melbourne-road, with various lines
running into it from the different districts, so
that any thing like confusion in the transport
of goods would be prevented. Therew'ouI be
different platforms, and the delivery of goods
would be facilitated in every way.

Ma. GEORGE trusted that, when these
sheds were bei ng built, arrangements would be
made whereby the people living in the depart-
mental cottages in the station yard would be
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enabled to observe something like decency.
There were closets built there wvithout the
slightest effort to screen them fromt the public
gaze, and, some tipee ago, the condition of those
outhouses generally was so abominable that
the Inspector of Nuisances was called in, and
the evil was temporarily remedied; but that
dlid not affect the position of the places them-
selves. It would cost very little tolhave thiese
buildings screened off.

Ms. EAkNDELL remarked that a few years
ago he initroduced into the House a, provision
nmaking it compulsory upon people to screen
buildings of this nature from the view of the
public, and it would appear as if, in this in-
stance, the officers of the City Council were
not doing their duty. These buildings were
an object lesson, for they were in the most
prominent positioni. The Department should
set a good example in matters of this kind.

ThnE COMMIISSAIONER OF RAILWAYS
(R1on. a., W. Venn) said the cottages to which
these buildings were attached would not
remain standing for a very long time, and
some of the tenants had been given notice to
qluit already. Tihe Depart-went wrould not,
therefore, be justified in entering upont any
large expenditure, bat be would take care
that while they did remain, the cause of com-
plaint in this particular instanco would be
removed.

MR. LIASSELIJ thought that while the con-
dition of these buildings was under discussion,
%ttention might be directed to the aeconmied-
lion at Chidlow's Well. It was ia disgrace to
humanity.

MA. GEORGE hoped those who had to deal
with the traffic of the railwias would be con-
sulted with regard to the building of these
sheds,

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(lion. H. W. Venn):- Certainly.

Vote pet and passed.
Vote-" Road and Bridges, £67,750"
MR. GEORGE, referring to the item,
G rants for roads and bridges throughout

:Iie colony, 435,000," said he wonld like to see
iome system adopted whereby Roads Boards
ivould be able to know exactly the amont of
:-evenue they were likely to have. Ho would
Ike to see Beome definite system whereby these
)odie5 wvould be able to secure a certain
unount as a right, and not as a favor. it was
ieneath the dignity of an lion. mnember to he
-onipelled to ask for these anounts. There
'hlould be sonice definite allocation of the grant,

so that Roads Boards would know exactly
what they could expect to receive.

Mn. SOLOMON understood that the vari ous
Read Boards forwarded estimates to the
department, and that the grant was then
allocated between them.

Tax DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon, H1 W. Veun) said that each year the
Roads Boards, of which there were now soeine
thing like sixty, were aked to forward to the
department an estimate of their probable
requirements for the coming season. Of
course, the claims were very large, and
probably would aggrega.te about a mnillion,
but the Department allocated the grant
according to what appeared to he the urgent
requirements of each Board. Although the
railways were an important element in. open-
ing up the country, it should not be forgotten
that the woads were equally important, while,
so far as the work of the Boards was con-
cerned, very little fault could be found with
what they were doing. 'The Department was
always ready to l-isten to any reasonable
request for extra assistance in special cases.

Mni. GEOKtGE did not wish to question the
vote, but he would like to see some definite
5ystemu adopted, instea~d of members having to
approach the Goverrnent every time money
was required.

THtE PREM IFR (Hon. SirSJ. Forrest) -It is
not necessary to approach the Government.
The money is granted without any approac4h
being made by the Roads Boards at all, beyond
sending in their estimates.

Ms. GEORGE: This will be news for my
constituents, as I have had a great deal of
correspondence on the subject.

MR. It. F. SHOLL agreed that the amount
was not Large, when the large area over which
it had to be expeided was considered, bjut it
appeared to himu that, in the speciligrants,
there was a good deal of favor. The district of
Perth had a special grant of £600 last year,
and Victoria Plains £2450.

THEr PRnxiin (Hon. Sir J1. Forrest): That
was for a road to the rai lway station.

Me. R. F. SHOIJL was prepared to admit
there i ght be good reason for special grants,
b)ut, at thle same0 time, it did appear to him
there was considerable favor shown in the
:,llucatioa. ol that portion of the grant.

U R. WOOD tonsIdered that, so far a the
.slloeation of the money was concerned, it
woul lxc better to have the system applying
to Municipalities extended to the Roads Boar-ds.

VIS SEVrAMBER, 18951EiJimales, 189,541.
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and thus compel them to raise a Portion of their
revenue by rates, and then receive a subsidy
On a, similar basis to that governing the grants
to municipalities.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(HoD. H1. W. Venn) did not think this would
be practicable at all with some of the Roads
Boards, for the simple reason that the land of
some settlers ran along perhaps 900 miles of
road. In the outlyinga districts the settlers
could not be asked to rate themselves, what-
ever might be practicable in more thickly
settled parts.

Mn. JAMES was of opinion that in the
more settled districts the Government should
only contribute Government funds for roads
and bridges in proportion as the resi-
dents of any district taxed themselves to
provide those works. TIhe districts he alluded
to should not be allowed to form Roads Boards
but should be required to form Municipalities.
It was anomalous that people should be
allowed to escape taxation by living in the
suburbs of Perth, while these in the city bad
to pay municipal rates.

AN HON. Mammsa: That is why they go
to the suburbs.

Me. A. FORREST pointed out that what -
ever might be said in favor of taxing people
in settled districts it would bo impossible to
raise funds for roads and bridges in the
sparsely populated areas of the colony , such
as in the northern parts, where there was no
freehold land.

Ma. JAMES challenged contradiction of
the fact thatthe members of thefloads Board
of South Perth paid a larger proportion of rates
than other people.

Ma. ILLINGWORTH said the grant for
roads and bridges was growing as it grow in
Victoria. There it was found that when the
revenue fell off, the vote could not be reduced
bIecause there were so many members in the
Legislative Assembly who were interested in
maintaining the expenditure of the money.
The House should be cautious net to allow
the grant to increase tosuch, an extent that it
would be detrimental to the interests of the
colony.

MR. RANDELL hoped that the Perth Roads
Board would improve the condition of the
Perth-Guildtord road, which was the highway
of a very large number of settlers in travel-
ling to the capital.

Mu. IJEAKE referring tro Item No. 10

(Middle Swan Bridge, £1,000), asked where
the bridge was to be placed.

THE PREMIER (Ron. Sir.J. Forrest) said
the Swan Roads Board recommended that thea
bridge should be plad between the Upper
Swan bridge and the bridge at Guildford. It
was strange that a bridge bad not been erected
at the place he mentioned, years ago, as it was
much wanted.

MR. RANDELL was of opinion that the site
of the bridge which had been built by a pri-
vate individual was the proper site for the
noew structure.

MR. LOTON remarked that the site of the
new bridge had not been definitely chosen,
but it would be most desirable to place it a
little north of the Orphauage,near the village
of Albion, in order to serve the purpose of the
largest number of settlers.

ME. RANDEL 1 referring to Item No. 12
(Nicholson-road, Jandakot area, £C2,250), said
the auto was a large one, and he would like to
ask the Premier whether the development of
the district warranted the expenditure. lHow
many settlers wore there at Jandakot. and
were they likely to remain there.

Mn. GEORGE desired to knew whether the
construction of the road -was to go on in
sections, commneneda at the same time at the
Fremnantle and the .landakot ends of the
road. If so, he would like the Dirctor of
Public Werks to name the ,landakot terminus
of theroad.

Tan DIRECTIOR OF' PUBLIC WORKS
(Rion. H. W. Vann) said the road would be
costly to make, as it passed through sandy
country, but it would be a valuable highway,
as it would enable the settlers, of whom there
were a large aumber in the district, to reach
the railway with their produce. The land at
,Iandakot was, he was informed, very fertile.

Ma. RANDELL: You do not say how many
settlers there are there.

Ma. R. P. SHOLL drew attention to the
fact that last year £750 was voted for this
road.

THE PREMIER: That was for the Fremntle
end.

ME. R.F. SHOLL. believed, from all hecould
hear, that the land at Jandakoz was not very
fertile.

MEn. PHILLIPS, referring to Item No. 13,
PrthFremntl-rood. £28,000," asked what

was to be done to the road for the money.
TaE DIRECTOR 0OF PUBLIC WORKS

(Hon. H. W. Venn) explained that the read
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Would be thoroughly reconstructed, and the
line altered so as not to pass over the railway;
but the old route would be left open, so that
persons who lived, on or who had laud on, tha t
route would not be deprived of their frontage.
But the new line of road would be the
one that would be chiefly used. The road was
a very important one, and the proposed vote
would make the road so thoroughly that it
would be very easy to keep it in a permanent
state of repair. A go sd bed would be formed
for the top dressing, over which heavy rollers
would be passed. The work would be done by
contract.

MR. GEORGE was Very gltLd to hear that
the road was about to be properly constructed,
And that the expensive experiments of the
Publ ic Works Departmenton road making were
about to cease. The road had already cost so
much that a crushing of the metal upon it
ought to yield two or three ounces of gold to
the ton. Was the work to be let in one large
contract or in sectionsP

'Thn DIRECTOR OF [PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. H. W. Venn,) said it would be better to
have the road made in one contract, but the
worst would he done in sections, commencing
together at either end. No traffic would be
Aillowod over those sections until they were
quite completed.

Ma. GEORGE was very sorry to hear that
the work was to be done in one large
contract.

THE Paumisa, It is not very big.
MR. GEORGE :It was big enough to shut

out the small contractors, who had been in
the habit of tendering for road, work for years,
and who had the plant requisite for that pur-
pose, and who had been looking forward to
the manking of the road in question to give
thew a chance of making a&living. The work
would be better done by a number of small
contractors than it would by one; and it could
not be argued, As in the case of the making of
a railway, that the smalil men must stand
aside becanse £25,000 or £430,000 worth of
plant would be required. The drays and
horses of a number of men who deserved the
consideration of the committee would have to
remain idle, if the intention of the Public
Works Department was carried out. Hle
would like to know where the construction of
the road wrould commence at the Perth end,
as it entered the civic boundaries of the
capital.

TaE DIRECtOR OF PUBIC WORKS

(Hon. HI. W. Venn) said the Government
dared not interfere with the jurisdiction
which the City Council exercised over the
road, and could certainly not interfere with it
without first obtaining the p'rmnissmon of the
City Council. It was, however, proposed that
thatsection of the road under the jurisdiction of
the civic body should start from the Stanley
Brewery.

MRn. A. FORRES'T said he was pleased to
hear tbat, because he had intended to suggest
that thero'id should start frmnithat point, and
Rlso that it should be extended to the north
end of the Fremantle Bridge. He was sure
the City Council would be pleased to know
that the work of re-constructing the road was
to be done by the Government, and he was
pleased to hear the Director of Public Works
say that the Government recognised the
rights of the City Council, and would not do
any work in the city without first obtaining
their sanction.

MR. R. F. SHOLL said he ws, sorry that
the Government should undertake to do
municipal work by deciding to construct this
particular road; but there was satisfaction to
bc foLud in the reflection that the Govern.
snt, by doing the work properly, would set
the.City Council A very good example. He
suggested that the Government should, on
handing the road over to the Roads Boards
and the ilunicipalities which controlled the
sections of the road running through, their
particular districts, agree to set apart a sum
of mooney annually for its upkeep, in order
that it might be kept in good repair.

MR. MLARMLON1 said he was pleased that
the Government had at last taken in hand the
very necessary work of re-niakiog the Perth.
Frenmantle road. All he feared was that
the proposed Amount (X8,000) wold be in.
sufficient, in view of the fact that it was pro-
posed to snake a deviation from the original
route at one part. He trusted that the work
would be carried right through during the
Approaching summer season, because it would
be done cheaper, and a better and more lasting
m rad would be. made if it were done then, lie

i ha! always advocated it in the past, And lie was
of thesaeopinion at present, that this road
should be taken over by the Government,
because lie believed that, after it was made

Igood, and lef t in the hands of the local goverr.
iL.g bodies, it would notlong remain a goot. road
In saying that, he did not in any way wi sh to
reflect upon the 3fuuicipalities And the Road
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Bqards, hut, seeing that the road in question
was the main thoroughfare of the colony, he
firmly believed that the commun nity would be
better served if it were taken over, and con-
trolled entirely by the Government. He also
hoped that the road would be made of a pro-
per width; and he had no doubt, that if more.
than £8,000 were required to wake it a credit-
able road, the additional amount would be
readily forthcoming.

ME, GEORGE said be was very glad to
bear that the Perth section or the road was to
start from the Stanley brewery, and he
thought that, as a deviation froem its original
route was to be mode, a little more money
should be asked for todo the work.

MRs. RANDELL said he was pleased to ob-
serve that the Government recognised that
they were not only railway proprietors, but
were also trusteesj of the public interests in
regard to the constructioa of main roads.
Referring to the item " Perth Park Road,
£5,0003," hie said that, as thec whole mnanage-
ment of the Perth Park had been entrusted
to a committee, he thought that the cowmmit-
tee should framne regulations that would pro-
hibit heavy traffic from using the proposed
Perth Park Road. If heavy traffic were ex-
cluded frbmn the road, a cheaper roa~d, of
gravel, could be constructed at a cost of about
£3,000 instead of £5,000, as suggested, and
the balance could then be devoted to the con.
struction of footpaths in different parts of the
Park.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. H. W. Vea) said that, if it were decided
to have a gravel road, the cost of constructing
it would probably be less than £25,00-0, but
although he thoroughly believed that gravel
roads were suitable for country districts, he
was not sure that they would answer the pur-
pose so wrell in the city. If the cost of con-
structing the Perth Park Road were reduced
in the manner suggested by the hon. member
for Perth, the balance would probably be
used in the construction of approach roads to
the Park.

Ma. GEORGE said it was not probable that
the Perth Park Road would be used for heavy
traffic, because the newiy constructed main
road to Fremantle would be able to carry it.
He asked if it was intended to W-ll for tenders
for the work soon.

THE DIREcToR OF ]PUBLIC WORS: Yes.

Ma. MORAN referring to the Item "1Pin-

jarrah Bridge, Murray River, £900,' asked
if the bridge was nt newy one.

THE, DIR IiTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hen. H. W. Veuan) said the bridge already
existed, but it was in need of repair, It was
now contemplated to construct a footway
across the bridge, and to effect necessary alter-
ations and repairs, to do which, he Was in-
clined to think, would cost more than £000.

ME. GEORGE expressed his pleasure at the
proposed alterations to the bridge, especially
in regard to the construction of at feotwiay
thereon. The bridge was largely used by the
s4urrounding settlers, nd was a great conveni-
ence to a considerable number of persons
resident w tlhin a very large. radlinLs.

Ma. MORA N said he was in favor of at larger
amount being voted for the work.

Ma. LEAKE, referring to the Item " Road
for Firemantle Bridge to Preston Point,
£21,000, said he would like an explanation
of the item, as it was appa~rently a new one.

Tanz PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
the amoun t of £1,000 for the construction of' a
road fromn Fremuantle to Preston Point was
placed on the Estimates at the request of six
representatives of Fremantle, who, having
pointed out to the Government that it was
Uirgently required, the G3overnment had been
pleased to make provision for its con struction.

m.R. 'mUss said he desired to ask the
Attorney-General a question in regard to the
item. He said he believed it was intended to
construct the road through the water frontages
held by several land-owners along the pro-
posed route, and he wished to know whether
the Government intended to resume those
water frontages without giving the owners
compensation.

Tas ATTORNEY - GENERAL (R1on. S.
Burt) said the Government would require to
have an overwhelmingly strong ease before
they resumed that particular land, or any
other land, for the purposes of public works,
without giving comnpensa~tion to the owners.
Unless the Government had power to do it
under the Crown deed, they would never
think of taking such action, In the present
case the Govearnmeont could, perhaps, mlake the
comnpensattion smaller, but they would cer-
tainly not resume the land without awarding
some compensation. He thought the ReWads
Hoa rds had power to res tune lan d, ad, if they
wishled to get into trouhie, he would invite
them to resume the particular land referred
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to by the hon. Aiember, and refuse to give
comupensation to th 16owners.

MR. SOLOMON said that, as the construc-
tion of the proposed road would enhance the
value of the land, he did not think ranch corn-
pensation shouild be paid to the owners of
resumed land.

Mu. MARMION 'was sorry the hon. inemtber
for North Frenmantle had asked that question
of the Attorney-General, because it seemed to
him that the lion. member made an effort to
obtain gratuitous advice upon a matter in
in which he was personally interested.

MR, Simi-SONx- Motives4 again!

Ma. MARMION said the question of secur-
ing the foreshore at the particular part in
question, for the benefit of the townspeople of
F5remantle, had deeply interested the people
of Fremnantle, and the hon. member for Nort
Fremsantls knew it had. The Government
had very kindly assisted in that object, by
granting a &iun of money for the construction
of a road in that direction. Ile knew that a
egal matter in connection with the resuaup-
tion of land was pending, bitt he did not
think the present was an opportnne time to
obtain an opinion from the Attorney -General
-the legal representative of the Government
-upon the matter, the merits of which would
prob~ably be fought out in the Law Courts.

MR. MOSS said he did not thank the hon.
member for Fremantle for imputing personal
motives to him in the mattter, when hie sked
the question of the Attorney-General regard-
inig compensation. It was true that he was
the possessor of a small piece of land having a
river frontage in the locality of the route of
the proposed road to Preston Point ; bitt that
fact did not actuate him when he asked the
question. He had been requested, by the bulk
of the owners of lad in that neighborhood to
obtain some opinion from the Government as
to whether compensation for the resumption
of land would be paid to them; and the
hion memnber for East Kimberley (Mir. Ceunor),
who was not present, was one of themn. Bel
was equally anxious as the hen. ineniber
forl'rementle was, that the people of Fre-
mantle should possess the land referred to,
and that it shldl not, be in the hands
of the Gorernunert. The Proposed road
was certainly very urgently required, and
should he constructed with as3 little delay
as possible, but he thought it would be at very
great injustice if those persons who had ac-

quired property on the route of the road, at
very great cost, should have it resumed by the
Government without receiving compensation,
and he was glad indeed to hear that the Go-
vernmnent did not intend to act towards these
landowners in that way. He wished again to

deny the imputation o f the hon. menmber for
Fremnantle, that, in asking the Attorney-
General that question regarding com-
pensation, be did so from any personal
Motives.

Ma. MARMION said it was well known
and particularly by the bon. member for
North Fremnantle, that a roatdway existed in
the direction of Preston Point, many years
ago, -and that it was still in existence. lHe
would net have gone into the question at AUl,
had it not beep for the action of the hen,
member for North Vremantle in asking that
question ot the Attorney. General. lie felt
sure that, when the time arrived when the
land in question was takren by the peoplo of
Frenmantle, the Government would asaiist them
to acquire it in a legitimate mauncr.

At 6,30 p~w. the Chairman left the chair.
At 7.30 p.m. the Chairman resumed the

chair.
MR. LEAKS, referring further to Itent 17:

(Road from Fremantle to Preston Point
£91,000), said the remarks of the hon. member
for Fremeatle (Mr. Marinion) had placed a
new and different aspect on this item; because
it appeared that, in reply to the apparently
harmless question put by the hion. muember
for North Fremantle (Mr. Moss), the
Attorney-General had hinted there was more
thtan a possibility of the Government having
to nay compensation for the resnmnption of
land upon which to build this road. That was
a, dauger ahead, for experience had taught
the Rouse to be careful before indulging in
the pastime of resumption. The freehold
sections of land along this road extended near
.o the water, rr into it at some points, so that
in mnaking the road passable, some portions of
freehold would have to be resumed, and that
macant compensation. With a view of raising
t.discussion, hie moved that the item lio struck
ut. He did not understand why the host.
mnember for North F'remantle should attack
hi3 colleague, the hon. member for Fremantle,
in reference to this road; huit, if they could
not agree upon it, the item should not be
passed.

Me. MOSS said be was not at variance with
his colleague on this question, and he hoped
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1034 Estinmates, 1895.6. rASSEMBLYJ] Eslinuatrs, 1895-6.

the item would belpassed. All lio desired was
thatthiose persons who owned land along this
road should have a clear understanding that
the Government did not intend to sever some
of these smaLll sections by running the road
through them, without compensation. Ho
was aware the Government had the right to
resume the land, in some instances, without
compensation; but he believed it wats never
intended that, in reserving this right to the
Crown whet, the original graints were made,
those resmption should be exercised without
compensation in the ease of small allotments.
'Tho principle was intended to apply to large
areas. Rather than resume without co'npen.
sation, the Government should reclaim a
portion of tie foreshore. Ho repudiated the
insinuation of the hon. member for Fremantlo
that he had beeon actuated by a personal
motive in putting a question to the Attorney-
General.

THE CHAIRMIAN said he did not think the
hon. memlber for liena',tle intended to make
an insinuation that the bon. inl~r for
North Fremantle had been actuated by
improper motives. If this had been insinuated,
it would have been his (the Chairmn's) duty
to call the hen, member for Fremantle to
order, and ask hims to withdraw the words.

Ma. MOSS said thatwhat the hon. macsaber
forlFrenmautle had stated uwsthathe (Mr.Moss)
put the question to the Attornecy-General, be-
cause he (Mr. Moss) was personally interested.
It was surprising that an " old parliamentary
hand" like the member for Fremautle should
have cast the insinuation that he did

Ma. MARMION aid lie Wats surprised at the
bon. member for Albany in moving to strike
out this ito"'. The partof the river side where
this improvement was to be made was where
all the aquatic sports were held-one of the
prettiest parts of the river near Fremantleo
and the Municipality had not the funds avail-
able for beautifying that spot as a place for
sightseeing and recreation.

MR. R. F. SIIOLIJ Said the Government
should not repeat, in this case, the mistake of
cuntrueti this road before knowing how
much they wcould have to pay for resuming
ladl, as they did in making the railway down

Donnybiroo wvay. He was glad to find the
Governmetwerenot insisting, in all these
cases, on their reserved right to resume
one-twentieth of the area of an original grant
Of land ; ad lie hoped they would mnake
their intention retrospuctive~byxnaking restitu-

tion to those persons out of 'whose land the
Government had previously resunmed one-
twentieth part for railwny and other pm-poses.
He believed this road led to nowhere.

Tax DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hlos. H. WV. Ven, said there was no iten-
tion on the part of the Government to pay,
out of the.£1,000 proposed in this item, any
coznpen-ation for land in connection with the
construction of this road. Hlaving that as-
surnoce, the hon. member wvould perhaps
withdraw his motion. If the land required
for the road was not available, the money
would not be expanded.

IMR. LEAKEE said the explanation was
satisfactory to him, and ho withdrew the
'notion.

Motion, by ]Lave, withdrawn.
Ma. LEAKE, referring to Item 18 (Road,

Fremnantle. towards Canning Bridge, £21,000)
said that, as the idea was ultimately to
nacaidainise this road all the way from Perth
to Fremantle, the better method would be to
concentrate the expenditure by beginning at

the Perth end, where settlement along the
road was thickest, instead of doing a little at
bioth ends; especiallya" the Fremnantle' end
extended a long way beyond any settlement ;
and the mooney at that end would do no good
ait prosent. lie suggested that thi, two votes
should lie made into one, and the uicadamis-
ing be commenced from the Perth end of the
road. The land along this road from the
Lower Canning Bridge to within a few yards of
the Fremnantle boundary was held by only soe
half -dozen persons, and the only traffic was
that of a few firewood carts; whereas, at South
Perth, the land was being settled closely, and
built on, and there would be still more baud-
ings in that part if the road were made
traffleahie by miacadanising it, as the land
was in the hands of small holders, many of
whom were only waiting for the convenience
of a good road before building. The small
landowners on the South Perth side had set
an example by rating themselves for Road
Board purposes, and these were the people who,
by rating themselves, specially desberved
to be helped and encouraged by the Legisla-
ture. Ills suggestion could be carried oat
without injury to the settlers on the Fre-
mantle side. Tlhey were people who had never
rated themselves for anything.

'r DItEC'IOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(lion-H. IV. Venn) said lie could relieve the
hon. member's mind. The road between the
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Causeway (Forth) bridge and the Canning
bridge w.sa distance of only four miles, and
the money available oat ot the ordinary Roads
Grant would suffice for the comparatively small
expenditure of gravelling this road between
the bridges. But the ite under discussion
was a special grant for~ the road from Fro-
mantle towards the Canning bridge; so that
the committee would see the intention of the
Government was to have the whole of this
road made easy for traffic; and it was only with
a desire to ease the ordinary grant that a
suam of money was proposed to be ranted for
this road.

Ma. SOLOMON said he could inform the
hon. member for Alb any that there was settle-
ment along this road almost from the Fro-
montle bridge to the Canning bridge. The
greater part of the road had been made
roughly with blocks, in the old time. but was
now almost unfit for traffic, if not impassable,
in many parts.

MRt. LZAHE asked when the hon. member
wast along this road last.

Mu. SOLOMON said he was along it a week
ago.

ME. GEORGE, referring to Item 39 (South
Perth Bond, £1,000), asked whatdirection this
road was to take. Would it follow the contour
of the river on the South Perth sideP

THE DIRECTOR OP' PUBLIC WORS
(Hon. H1. W. Venn) said this road had been
already cleared from a part near the Causeway
Bridge to near Mill Point.

Min. GEORGE, referring to Item 20
(Subiaco. Cemetery Rtoad, £300), asked if the
aimount now proposed, in addition to the
previous expenditure, which he had ascertained
to he £2,928. according to replies given to his
questions, would finish this now historical
road.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. 11. W. Venn) said thethon. member
would know, as a member of the Perth Council,
that this road was now an exceedingly good
one, and this amount of £9300 was for com-
ple~ting the work.

Ma. GEORGE said lie could not see how
the explanation given now would agree with
the replies given to his previons (questions on
the subject, as to the amount expended, and
the amounit requyred to complete the work.

MEt. Rt. F. S ROLL, referring to Item 21,
Wanneroo Roads, X2,000), asked on what
roads, and an what part of the Witnneroo dis-
trict, this money was to be expended. He

noticed that £900 was expeuded on Wanneroo
roads last year.

THE PREMIER (Hlon. Sir J. Forrest), said
the isunin road to Wanueroo wz's to be extend-
ed, also the road to the westward from Perth,
going off at Osborne's paddock towards Trig-,'s
Island. The Roads Boards had asked for a
grant for these roadse, where s_ttlumnt wias
extending. There was % large and increiaing
traffic bietween Perth and the market gardens
utWanneroo. An effort should beamade whoa
funds were available, to inake traicable roads
through the sand around Perth. People were
actually unable to bring produce from parts
where there was good garden soil close to
Perth, as the intervening stretches nf sand
prevented the traffic, which should be develop-
ed in the ordinary cause of extending settle-
ment around the city.

Ma. R. F. SHOLL said that, in addition to
these sume for roads on the Wanneroo side of
Perth, £900 had been allotted to the Perth,
Roads Hoard for expenditure on roads. It ap-
peared to him the Roads Boards in Perth and
Fremantle districts had only to ask, inl
order to get what money they wanted,
and that the money for roads on these Es-
timates was to be spent mainly about Perth,
and Fremantle. He did not think the traffic
over these roads justified Suich expenditure.

Mr. LEARE said he niust protest against the
voting of public money for roads that were
not mnain roads but minor ones, us in this item.
If money was to be voted for minor roads on
the Wannerooside of Porth,as explained by teo
Premier, then there would be claims madeoil
account of other minor roads all over the
colony. Why should these minor reads near
Perth be specially favored P Who were the
landowners and settlersa on the western side
of the Wanroo road to the North F'remantle
bridge ?

THE PREIR (Elon. Sir J. Forrest) said
these were the roads asked for by the [toads
Board members who had waited on him.

MR. LEAKE asked for the names of the
pserson making the particular rewpuest.

THE PREMIER (Ron. Sir J. Forrest) said
they were the Roads Board memubeirs and
Wanroori settlers, who ought to know wvhat
thoy wanted, better than the lion. menmber
Could tell them.

Ma. CLARKSON said the hon. member for
Albany was wrong in referring to the WVan-
Berea road as a minor road. It was a main
road to Wanneroo, where there was a lot of
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fine ga~rden land, sufficient to grow potation
and c-alges for the whole colony. Settle-
ment there was extending, and he knew that
front one garden alone three loads per day of
produce wore being carted into Perth. The
traffic justified the making of a new road.

Me. GEORGE asked if there were any pas-
furing paddocks for feeding stock in the Wan
cr00 district, because the hon. member for
West Ritberley had stated that if pasture
paddocks could bto obt tinod neat Perth, the
butchers would be able to cheapen the cost of
meat.

Ma. If. P. :SHOLL said the Perth Boads
Board had obtained a grant of £900 last year.
and what bad they done with the money The
main road along the Causeway bridge had
been heglected, while all the money was being
spent on the old track towards Guildford,
upon the north-west side of the river.

Me. LOTON said theie was a principle Cnut-
elated in the contention of the hon. member
for Albtany, ats to the distinction between main
and minor roads, and that wase, safe ground to
take ;but, while that was so, he (Mr. Loton)
would not like to see this item for Wanerc
roads reduced in amount. There being funds
new available for road purposes, he did not
think any muember should oppose the voting
of money for roads, to at reasonable amount, so
longais the money was well expended. The
Governitent might satisfy the hion. emrber's
objection, by alterating the words " roads " to
the singular number, se as to apply the money
to the unain Wanneroo-road.

its PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
lie did not, himself, draw the distinction be-
tween main and minor roads, so as, to exclude
the latter from any vote for road pm-poses.
Where, for instance, was the Wannecroo road
to be extended to? Was it to be a main road
to Champion Bay ? And Wanueree was a dis-
trict rather than an exact locality. These
and other roads about Perth 'yore wanted for
the people who were extending settlement all
round the city into the country districts,
twenty or forty miles away antid, if some roads
branched off along lines of settlement, where
the people were numerous, and the land was
good, why should not the flouse spend money
upon those branch roads for making them
trafficable. us well as spending money on the
straight roads which were called main roads ?
He would like to know, in this sense, whatiwere
main roads and what should be mninor roads.

With regard to Wanneroo, he did not take the
man road northward from Perth as being of
meore importance than one that branched off
to the right or left, so long as the branch
road followed a line of settlement, and are-
counnodated a number of people. The
branch road he had referred to was just
as much used as the straight road,
and why should the committee desire to de-
prive those settlers of the benefit of about two
miles of nicadanised road, over which they
must Puss to and from their garden land, from
which a g&reat deal of produce was being
brought into Perth? The amcdamsed road
would thus be extended to about Mews's
garden, and a large amount of produce was
raised in that and other gardens in the locality.
What virtue was there in a straight road
more than in a b~ranch roadF The sand around
Perth should be bridged over, by making the
roads passable.

Ain. A. FORR{EST said if hon. members
took the trouble to travel about, they would
know more about the roads and the require.
utents of settlers. When he was engaged on
surveying, he surveyed Most of the lands on
the Wanneroe side, and he eould inform
the committee that some of the best soil
within a few miles of Perth wats in the
locality of Wanneree. Any member who
knew the aifficulty of getting ever the sand
aoned Perth, would know it was impossible
for settlers to cart produce fromt their garden
land into the city, udnles hard roads were
made. There was a block road from Perth
towards Wanneroo, but it wits net in good
condition for traffic, though better than sand.
By making a branch road to the lakes, there
would be access to a large amount of good
garden land, and he approved of the item ast
being a proposal in the right direaion.

Ma. LOTON said that, so far from opposing
this item, his opinion was that, if there was
mere settlement along a miner road than
along a main road, that fact would show the
more necessity for spending public money on
that minor road.

Ma& it. F. SHOLL said there were two
gardens in the locality of the proposed road,
and they were occupied by Chinamnen. This
road would really be used by those city people
who had summer residences on the coast, and
who would be able to drive out that way, for
sea bathing.
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AIR. WOOD said the its mu was most neces-
sary, and probably lie had had something to do
with its being placed on the Estimates. LThere
should be better means of traffic between the
city and the gardening land at Wanacroo, be.
cause nearly all the vegetables used in Perth
had to be carted from Mews's and other
gardens in that direction. He felt sure that,
if good roads were available to hettlers, there
would be a great amount of cultivation in that
locality. Seven or eight hundred pounds of
the amnount in the item would be allocated to
the minor road, and the rest would be for the
main l%'auneroo road. Now that money
was available, this was the time for extending
roads, where there -was no risk.

Ma. LEAKE@, referring to Item 22 (York
Bridge, 41,000), asked what was the necessity
for this expenditure.

ME. HOOLE Y, referring to the same item,
said nobody would be more surprised to see
this amount on the Estimates than the York
people themselves. He believed the request
for this bridge was the out-come of a hole-and-
corner meeting held at York by at few people
who were interested in the central part of the
town; and their idea was that, by getting the
Government to build a new bridge over the
river for bringing traffic to the centre of the
town, the other two bridges at either end of the
town would become disused. These two exist-
ing bridges, known as Parker's bridge and
Monger's bridge, had served All the require-
ments of settlers up to the present time, and
the only complains had been that they were
not always kept in good repair. The new
bridge for the centre of the town would be
most inc-onvenient for all but two or three
residents in the town, who nuw used wha~t was
called the swing bridge. He moved that the
item hie struck out.

THE DIRECTOR 0OF PUBLIC WORKS
(H2on. H. W. Venn) said that, although York
had. two bridges now, he hoped the time would
come when half-a-dozen bridges would be
required for the convenience of the people
there. Some of them desired a shorter cut
across the river to the central part of the
town, and the erection of this bridge had been
recommended most strongly by the lion.
member for the district (Mr. Monger), who
was not able to be present on this occasion,
and by the Town Council of York. The
present suspension bridge for foot passengers

was not convenient, as it vibrated too much,
and a passage for vehicles was required.
Ma. VCLARK SON said the Mayor of -York

had written to him saying this new bridge
was very much required. The only difference
among the people was "s to the bestsite ; and,
as there had been the same kind of difference
when a bridge wasasked fuir at Newcastle-the
result being; that1 the bridge was put in the
wrong place-he hoped the York people wouldl
be wore fortunate.

MRn. THRtOSSELIL said the hon. memnber for
York had assured him the new bridge was
much required, and other York residents had
spoken to the same effect.

MR. HARPER said the committee should
throw out this preposterous proposal. Very
few of the settlers along the river, between
York and Newcastle, had the convenience of a
bridge, though they a 1 required some sort of
crossing; whereas the town of York had

Ialready two bridges within a mile of each
other, and a, third bridge between the other
two wAs now proposed by the Government.
It was trite that the desire of the residents in
the central part of York was that the old
bridges should fall intn dibuse. The two
existing bridges served the ontlying settlers
better than one central bridge would do.

MRx. SIMPSON said the Mayor of York had
sent to hint a letter, and copy of a resolution

jin support of this proposal, passed unani-

meusly by the members of the York Town
Council. The accelerated activ ity of the hion.
member (Mir. Hooley) who had started this op-
position intheliouse, was notqniteitelligihle.
TIhe resolution of the Town Council, being
unaniumous, should have weight iii this matter.

MA. WOOD supported the item, bweause he
knew the central bridge would be a great con-
venience. If the poopIe at the two ends of th e
town could not agree as to the site for a third
bridge, the Government should step in and
settle the difference by placing the bridge in
the middle, whether the people at the unds of
the town wanted it there or not.

Question-that the item he struck out-put,
and div ision taken with th e f ollow ing resul t

Ayes . - . . . 7

Noes .. . . .2L2

Majority against ... ... 15

Estimates, 1895-6. [18 SEPTEbr=R, 1895.]
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Avss. Non.
Mr. George Dir. B~urt
3Mr. tharper Dir. Clarkson
Mr. Hloolcy Mr. Connor
Mr. Leake Air. Cookwortby
Mr. Phillips, Mr. A. Forrest
Mr. It. F. Sholf Sir John Forrest
Mr. James (Teller'). Mr. Hassell

Air. Illingworth
Dir. tefroy
Mr. Loton
Mr. Marnion
Mr. Moran
Mr. Moss
Mr. 1'iesse
Ifr. Randell
Mr. H. IV. Shot]
Mr. Simpson
Mr. Solomon
Mr. Throssell
Mr. Venn
Mr. Wood
Dir. Richardson

(Teller).
Motion thus negatived.
Vote put and passed.
Progress reported, and leave given to sit

again.

MESSAGES FROM THE LEGISLATIVE
COUNCIL.

WINES BEGlmuArON BILL.

The following message was delivered to and
read by Mr. Speaker:

MR. Srns~N,-

'ihbeLeg islative Council bavingthisday pased
a Bill intituled "An Act to provide for tine
Regulation and Inspection of Mines and Col-
lieres," presents the same to the Legislative
Assembly for its concurrence.

GEo. SHnrONow,

President.

Legislative Council Chamber, Perth, 18th
September. 1895.

TnR AlTOBNI~Y - GENERAL (Ron. S.
Burt) moved that the Bill be read a first time.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a first time.

PARTN'ERSHIP BILL.

The following Message was delivered to and
read by Mr. Speaker:-

Mn. SrnnaR,-

The Legislative Council acquaints the
Legislative Assembhly that it has agreed to a
Bill int~tuled "Au Act to consolidate and
amend the Law of Partnership." subject to the
amendments Contained in the Schedule an-
nlexed; in which amendments the Legislative

*Council desires the concurrence of the Legis-
lative Assembly.

GEO. SIIEron,
President.

Legislative Council Chamber, Perth, 18th
September, 1895.

Schedule of Amendments Bauds byj the Legislative
Council '11 "1 The Partnership Bill."

No. 1.-On page 5, Clause 15: Sub-clause
(2) strnck out.
I No. 2.-On page 13, Clause 47, Sub-elanse

.(2). Line 1: Between " Gazetle " and " as" the
Ifollowing words were inserted:-" and in a

Perth or locial newspaper (if any)."
C. Lr.-STmsnn,

18-9-95. Clerk of the Council.
Ordered-That the consideration in Corn-

mittee of the Legislative Council's Message
be made an Order of the Day for the net
sitting of the House.

ASSISTED SCHOOLS ABOLITION BILL.
SECOND tEA.DINO.

TnE PREMIER (Hon Sir J. Forrest): Sir,
I think I may say that, in moving the second
reading of this Bill, I am doing that which
will meet with a considerable amount of Satis-
faction, not only in this House, but also
throughout the colony. I hope that anything
I may have to say will not give offence in ainy
way, audwill not offend any member of this
House. I believe that the action of the
Government, in bringing this Bill before the
Houme, will be commended not only at the pre-
sent time, but commended also in the future,
as time goes on; because there can be no
doubt whatever, in the mind of any one who
is acquainted with what has been going on in
this colony during the last two or three
years, that differences, and dissensions, and
disputations have arisen, perhaps more in re-
gard to this question than to any other,
and especially during our Parliament-
ary elections. I believe the notion we
ore taking here to-night will tend to

a large extent to do awvay with those
disputations, and difforences, and die
seasions, and that this action will have the
effect of giving a good deal of quiet and
peace, at any rate for some time to come, in
our Parliamentary elections. I believe the
action we propose to take to-night wvill meet

the wishes of many persons in the Colony ;
and, although those who willI be most directly
affected by the action we recommend. may re-
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ceive with regret the cutting adrift which
this Bill proposes, still I believe they are pre-
pared, and will fully accept the position
loyally. We aU know by the papers before as,
we have a promise that these people will be
content wit!, the decision Parliament arrives
at. If ever there has been a time in our
history, that time is the present, when we
might take to ourselves generous though~ts in
regard to this and other questions that we
have to deal with. I think also we may con-
gratulate ourselves that during this Parlia-.
ment, and especially this session of Parlia-
ment, we will have been able to deal with two
important questions which have created a
great deal of disculssion and dissatisfaction
and dissension in our Parliaments, and
particularly in our Parliamentary elections.
We have already dealt with one of these
questions. The sanction of Parliament, of
both Houses of Parliament, and of the people
of the country, has been most unanimous in
regard to that question, and now that we have
to deal with the other, I hope, and have reason
to believe, that the same sentiment, the same
generous feeling, and the same desire to prot-
mote peace and concord will be shown in this
debate as wast evidenced when the Bill to
bring about the commutation of the Ecclesias-
tical Grant was before this; House. The pre-
sent Bill, Sir, is an important one for the
reason I have already givon./My task on the
present occasion is not a difficult one, for, so
far "s the main principles of the Hill are con-
coined, they have already been unanimously
carried by both Houses of Parliament. I say,
Sir, that the main principles of the Bill
received, not only the assent, but the complete
and unanimous approval, not only of this
House, but of the other ];ranch of the Legisla-
ture as well. The resolutions upon which this
Bill is founded have already been adopted by
Parliament, and have received the warmest
assent fromr the country. Now, Sir, let us see
what were the resolutions which were passed
by Parliament, and received so uaimmously
by the country. The first resolution was,
"T1hat it is expedient that the Assisted Schools

should no longer continue to form part of
the public educational system of the coony."

That resolution hast been carried out by the
drafting of Clauses 2 of the Bill now before the
House, which says :-" From and -after the
"1coining into operation of this Act no Ele-
" mentary School, not belonging to ite
-Government, other than a school in connee.

-tion with an Orphanage or other institutiou
"certified ndeW'The Indlustrial. Schools Act,
"1874,' shall receive any grant-ia-aid frout
"puhlic funds." It will he seen, therefore, by

hion. members, that the resolution they so
unanimusly carried has been introduced and
included iu this clause of the Bill. Now, Sir,
we come to the second portion of the resolu-
tion, and it reads, " That thle contribution
"from public funds towards the unaateue

of Assisted Schools shall case on the 31st
DeZg'mber, 1893." That resolution is also

dealt with in Clause 2. because thle Bill pro-
vides that the Let shall come into operation
on the first day of January, 1896. It will
therefore be seen that the whole weaning of
the first two resolutions, so unanimously
passed hy this House, have been imported by
the Government into the parbticlar clause I
have read. I The next resolution, which, like
all other proposalsiconnected with this ques-
tion, received the unanimous approval of both
Hou sespthe Legishittuxe, was, " That a Joint

Coatyittee of both Houses of Parliament.
"be appointed tokcnsider the terms and con-
"ditions on which it will be equitable to
"amend the law to the above effect, having
regard to the vested interests which have

"been legally created." That resolution has
been carried into Clause 3 of the Bill which
provides that in lion of the grantsi in aid, there
shall be sot apart and appropriated out of the
Consolidated Rovenule Fund, the sum of
£20,000.. The Governmient, Sir, considers that
this sum wvill be an equitable one, and that it
will be a fair sum to provide the terms and
conditions under which shall be carried into
effset the resolution that the Assisted Schools
shall hereafter cease to form part of the
Education system of thle colony, and that they
shall ceaese to receive anyfurther contributions
fraiu the public funds, after the 31sv.fecem-
ber of this year. The remaining portions of
the Bill-Clauses 4 and 6--merely carry out
the arrangements contemplated under Clauses
2 and 3. Now, Sir, I earnestly submit to the
House that this Bill exactly carries out tile
wishes of Parliament ast expressed in the
several resolutions. Of course, I am aware
the amount of £(20,000 placed in this Rill has
not been actually approved of by either Ilouse
of Parlianment. It is, however, the only branch
of the whole question that is left for us to
consider, and it will be for this House to say
whether the Government has acted wisely in
naming this amjount, as a luni that will be

[IS Sn mur;'fl, 1895.]Assisted Schools.
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equitable, and mnake the law so that it wil
carry out the intentions conveyed in the two
first resolutions, or not. It will befos ti
House toay whether that snt is aproper one.
But it is only right for ine to say, salso, that it
will not be competent for any member of this
House to propose any increase in the proposed
vote. Where the amount is fixed by the
Government in this way it is impossible for a
member to propose any increase, and the only
way an increase would be possible would he
by a message fronm the Gore nor. At the
same time, it should be borne in mnind, it will
be quite comtpetent for anoy hon. moem-
ber who is of opinion that the
Government proposal is too liberal, to move
that the amount be reduced to any amount he
likes to name. The insertion of the amount,
£2,000, merely indicates to this Rouse
that the Government considers it a fair and
equitable amount, which should he fixed by
Parliament in finally dealing with this mnat-
ter. I am not aware, Sir, whether any pro.
posis] will be made with regard to the second
reading of this Bill, and I cannot understand
how it can be argued, as it may be argued,
that, the Government have not, in their action
in this matte,, kept the strictest faith with
members of this House. We have carried out
the wishes of the House in as exact at manner
as we could possibly do so, and no matter
what wre did, we would have been bound to
have included in this clause ain amount which
we considered fair and equitable under all the
circumstances. Tho Govornai.ent have done
that; and, for anyone to say that the Govern-
anent has not acted in the strictest good faith,
and in complete accordance with the wishes of
Parliament, is somiethiug I cannot possi-
bly see any justification for. By no
chain of reasoning, whatever, do I
see how any member could arrive ait any such
conclusion. The only subject this House really
has to consider, after having prase1 the main
principles of the Bill, as has been done in
unanimously carrying the resolutions I have
rend, is the question of the amount of compen-
sation. The House has laid it down that the
settlement of this question is to be arrived at
on a fair and equitable basis ; and, s I have
said before, if any hon. member considers that
the amount proposed by the Government is
too great as compensation for taking away the
legally created vested interests, be can move
that the amount be reduced, It seems to inc
that the only iteum in this Bill or which we

hav not got the express sanction of this
Rous en ad parliaument, is the amount of coms-

pensation to be paid. To my mind, Sir, the
Iproper course to pursue would he for the
House to pass the second reading, and then let
us thrash out the question of amount in Cow-
mittee. Let us get into Committee with the
Dill and then any hon. member can move that
the amount be struck out altogether, or that
it be reduced. I think that is the course we
should pursue in regard to this Bill. We
should at oncepass the second reading, for the
reason that the main principles of the Bill1 are
in accordance with the direct wishes of
the House, and the only question upon which
there can Le any debate, can be settled more
satisfactorily in Committee. It will bea then
that the House should consider whether the
Government has not been sufficiently liberal,
or whether it has been too liberal, and the
amount should be reduced. There is another
reason for taking this course-ailthough looan-
sidter the arguents for taking this course are
Conclusive in themselves-and that is that if
we debate this second reading we shall then
have to go into Committee. We shall thus
have two debates on the same question, and I
think it would be far more satisfactory to go
into Committee without delay. Tlhere is only
one point to consider, and we hardly require
two discussions upon that. The question of
compensation is the only one that hits to
he settled, and if we discuss it now we will
have to debate it over again in Committee.
I thinkthntfor both convenience and consist-
ency, the corse we should pursue is to carry
the second reading withoult delay, so that the
only question where there may be a difference
of opinion can be settled at the proper time.
Now, Sir, this is about all I hive to say with
regard to the Bill now before the House, but,
at the same time, it is but right I should give
bon. members the history of the Bill we hinve
introduced, and the second reading of which
wve are now asking the Hcuse to agree to. As
everybody hnc wst-although Ipropose to repeat
it again-this Government was not in any way
whatever responsible for the Education. Act of
1871. This Government found the Act in
existence when it took office, during the latter
portion of 1890. It has been said that the Act
of 1871 was thrust on the people of the colony,
aud I think one of the gentleumen responsible
for this statement is the hon. member for
Perth. In 1871, 1 cannot say I took such a
keen interest in politics no I do to-day, hut I
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have taken the trouble to look up the records
of the year, and I find that the second reading of
the Education Act Of that time was carried in
the old Legi lative Council without any divi-
sion, and the report of the Select Committee,
subsequently brought about two or three
divisions, and this was all that took place
before the late Mr. Newman, of Fremantle,
moved that the Bill be read that day six
months, and succeeded in carrying his pro-
position by 14 votes to 3. There is one side of
the question arising hero that is not without
interest, and it is that of the fourteen who
voted for the motion, only four are now
engaged in Parliamentary life. They are the
Hon. the Speaker, Sir James Lee-Swore, the
Speaker of the Legislative Council, Sir George
Shenton, Mir. Marinion, tbe member for Fre-
mantle, and Mr. Hassell, the member for
Plantagenet. I ami sure, Sir, that although
time has sadly thinned the ranks of those
engaged in discussing this question 25 years
ago, it is a matter for pleasure and congratu-
lat ion that four are with us to-day, and con-
tine to take an honored place in the Legisla-
ture of the country. Now, Sir, during these
twenty-four years, the Act of 1871 has worked
fairly well. It has not been a perfect measure,
and [ do not mean to say it has, but a great
many of us, at any rate, have been in the
habit of saying what we believe to lbe the
truth, and that is. that the Act did
bring peace into the community. It has
certainly done that until the last three
or four years. During the twenty-four years
the system has been in farce, the principal
religion to take advantage of it has been the
Roman Catholic body. There is no need to
mention the reason, but for various reasons,
the Church which has been foremost in a
desire to carry on the education of the children
has been the Roman Catholic Church. This
can fis seen by reference to figures supplied
mse by the Secretary for Education. From
these I find that in 1894, one-third of the
children beingr educated in the colony were
attending the Assisted Schools. There were
3,62 children attending the State Schools and
1,815 attending the Assisted Schools. Ihem
cost of educating the children attending the
State Schools was A11,366, and that for those
attending the Assisted Schools, £2,093. I
just wish to mention these facts in passing,
and have no desire to found any argument
upon them, or to deal with them in any way
whatever. We all know, %ao, that the build-

ings for the Assisted Schools had to be pro-
vided by the managers of those schools, while
the buildings for the new system of State
education had to be erected by the State. I
eannot say how much the actual cost has been
to the Assisted Schools, but I1 do know the
expense of the Government schools has been
enormous. During the last two years there
has been spent, to my own knowledge, sOt
leasti£20,000. In the Loan Act of 1893 we
provided the suto of X15,000 for school build-
ing, and that has all been expended. t his
year we are voting another.£23,000 for schools,
and this was saved to us; %bhile the Assisted
Schools continued. Now that the Government
schools are in full awing, it is found th it the
Roman Catholic body has the teaching of one-
third of the children, although, of course, very
many of these are children belonging to
Protestant denominations. I am mentioning
this with the obee'at of showing t. the Hlouse
why the Government hesitated to interfere
with at system which had grown up with the
colony, anid vhieh has been in operation for so
many years. I think we would have been
very unwise, besides probably being unfair, if
we wished now to overturn an institution,
which had grown up under the law and had
done good work for twenty-four years, unless
there was some good reason for it, or some
great public demand. The Assisted Schools
have been doing their work quietly and well.
The system was not new when brought to this
colony, nor was it an experiment. It was
already in operation in the mother country,
where it was regarded as a system founded on
equity, and met with the approval of the
leading English statesmen of the Lime.

MR. JAMES: Why don't you stand to it
now, then P

Tar PRtEMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): We
have the fact undisputed that this system was
heartily approved of by leading statesmen. It
was a fair and liberal system, which would be
existing yet but for the religious prejudices
and the bigotry shown, not by one side only,
but by both sides of this question. I know
it is very difficult for many people to get rid
of this feeling. It is too firmly ingrained in
them, but it has to be got rid of, and when it
has been got rid of, I say it will be freely
recognised that this system of the Assisted
Schools was one based on statesmanlike prin-
ciples. Notwithstanding the faset that I have
the opinions of the leading statesmen of the
old country on my side, I hae" to admit that
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so far as Australia is concerned, the question
has been settled in another way. public
opinion in this Colony is rapidly bringing the
people in the direction already taken by the
Eastern colonies.

MR. Cowwxont: It will bring them back
again.

Tast PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) :It
has not yet, at any rate. There is tn doubt
about this, that public opinion in the other
Australian colonies has dleelared in favor of
'4-Tverninent schools,' and chat there is a

general feeling-I may say a growing feel-
ing, becoming stronger every day-that
this question of the contribut:on out of the
public funds for Assisted Schools is one that
should be removed from the Parliamentary, or
rather political, arena. However. Sir, [ am
Dot here to put forward only one side of the
question. My duty is to present the object of
the Bill in a fair and equitable spirit. Know-
ing, as I do, that there is a growing feeling in
the direction of this subject being removed
from the arena of polities for all time, I need
hardly say how I welcomed the opportunity
that has been presented of having it so re-
moved. The Government has been Urged dur-
ing this session, not by the dauntless three who
sit opposite, but by their own supporters and
members on both sides of the liouse, to deal
with the question, so that it might be settled.
In this connection I am only sorry that the
Standing Orders of the Ronse prevent my re-
ferring to the qpeeehes made in regard to this
question only Itfew days ago. I should very
much like to quote from Ihe speeches of the
hion. mnember for Nannine, andi the hion. member
for Geraldton, and others. I thought at the
time what a splendid opportunity they were
giving tio me of referring to their remarks
later on, but the knowledge of the Parlia-
mentary law I possess Compels me to see that
I cannot refer to these addresses. I really can-
not see any reason why one cannot refer to
the statements made a few weeks Luc-, but the
rules of the House prevent me doing so.

MR. RANDELL :YOU Can speak from
memory.

InsE PREMIVER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): That
is true, but my memory is not good enough to
quote ast I should like to. However, we were
told last session by the hion. member for Nan-
nine that this question wns the opportunity
of the Portrest Government. Be said the
Government would have the confidence and
support of the majority of the people, and of

the House, and that we had such ain oppor-
tunity to settle the question as had been given
to no one else. The sanie thing c~me from
the lion. inember for fleraldton. E'MR. SrIMpov:

iHear, hear.] Seeing that we had our friends
and supporters on this side of the House, and
the members on the other side of the House
as well, together with the dauntless three,
urging us to deal with the question, and that
those who were interested in the Assisted
Schools were also willing that the Government
shonuld deal with it, there was no wonder at

the fact that the Government was glad of the
opportunity to carry out the views of this
House. We thought we were in the position
of being able to settle this question on a plat-
form quite apart front any party or other
feeling. We feel certain this is also the wish

of lion. members of the House. Seeing this
Iwas the ease, the Government lost no time in
bringing forward the necessary resolutionts,

Iand, when they were submitted to the House
they were Carried unanimously, and almost
without debatc not only in this Chamber, but
in the Legislative Council as well, The re-
sult of the resolutions wras the appoiatiuent of
a joint committee. So far asthe first two re-
solutions were Concerned, there was no neces-
sity whatever for their being further discussed
or considered, for the reason that they had
been Carried so unanimously by both Houses.
The Joint Select Comimittee had, there~ore,
nothing to do with that branch of the ques-
tion, and the, only item left for discussion was
how much O pensiltion it would be right to
reconmend, in order to carry out the wishes
of Parliament. The Joint Select Committee
held a meeting. We examined some witnesses,
and then I was asked by the lion, member for
Albany-because, I suppose, I was a member
of the Government and the head of the Minis-
try-whether I had any proposal to make
on behalf of the Government. and I replied
that I had not, but, if it wast the wish of
the Committee.I should oeverygladto Consider
the matter, and be prepared with definite reso-
lutions for the next meeting of the Commit-
tee. TIwo or three days after this we again
met, and I was prepared to move that X30,000
be the amnunt of compensation. That pro-
posal, notwithstanding the fact that it could
have been discussed in a free and unreserved
fashbion, was received, and no amendment was
sought to be made by anyone. I have souse-
times thought the two lion. gentlemen oppo-
site to mnc have not been as; generous in this
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matter to me, ts I should have liked to be to
them. I moved the sum of £230,000 because
itappeared a fair and equitable amount, and
the motion was carried. I may say the Go-
vernment had considered this question before
I went into the committee, and we came to
the conclusion that it would be best to give
such a sum as would settle this vexed question
on a basis which would be satisfactory to all
concerned. However, Sir, after deciding upon
this amount, the Government found that if it
was inserted in the Bill the Government would
probably only carry it by a very narrow ia-
jority. Our desire was, and is, to see the
questionsettled to thesatisfaction of all parties.
and we believed that if there was one resolu-
tion upon which the House should be unani-
mous, it was in connection with the amount of
compensation. Unanimity is most desirable,
and, if possible Nve wish to obtain it. I took
Borne trouble to ascertain the views of hon.
nmembers, infant, more trouble than [ have ever
taken on any other question, lbecause I wished
to try nt meet the desires of aUl parties, and to
carry out the wishes of the House. Having
consulted hon. members as far as it was pos-
sible for me to do, we found it would not have
been possible to carry the proposal and veo
430,000 unless by a very narrow majority,
There was evidentl3 an opinion among hon.'
members of the House that we should deal with
this question of the Assisted Schools in the
same way that we had dealt with the commuta-
tion of the Ecclesiastical Grant. Ron.
members seemed to favor a settlement on the
basis of ten years' purchase, or thereabouts,
and such sum to be paid in two instalments,
the same as was provided under the other Bill.
From the views expressed by hon. members,
it appeared that was about as far as
they thought right to go in dealing rith this
question. Many bon. members seemed to re-
gard bol h matters-the Ecclesiastical Grant
and the Assisted Scolols-in the same way.
The desire has been to remove both questions
from the political arena, in the same way,
and consequently the calculation of the Gov-
ernment has been arrived at on the same basis.
Th'lese considerations led the Government to
propose the sum of £20,000, payable in the
same way as the Ecclesiastical Grant, and we
have done so, with the belief that we have
met, as far as possible, the wishes of all parties
concerned. Now, Sir, it may be asked, if this
debate is continued, what are the vested inter-
eats that have been built up unader the law.

and which it is right and equitable we should
deal with PThe law of 1871 gave to the
Assisted Schools certain rights. They have
taken advantage of the law, and built up an,
institution-a great institution, which is now
equal to one-third of the entire educational
system of the colony. This has been built up
under a law which has been in existence for a
great number of years. Surely all this labor
and hard work, all this self-denial exhi-
bited in building up these institutions in
this colony for the public good -and probably
in the interests of their own denomination
as well-is notgoing to be permitted to go as
nothing. and to be counted as of no value what-

Iever, flow would anyone like to build up an
industry, under the law of this country, for a
quarter of a century, and then have all the
labor and work thrown into the development
of that industry counted as nothing P How
would we like that sort of thing to occur P
Let us look at the mutter as between man
and man and between one another. I sy, Sir,-

Iand I warn those gentlemen in this House
who claim to be supporters of law and order-

Ithat before they lightly or slightingly deal
with this subject, they should pause and
consider, themselves, what right have
any of them to propertyP It is merely
at right conferred by the laws of the
the coun try. The very land they have, the
house they live in, is only held under the law
of the country. One lawr is as good as another,
and u hen we propose to deal with interests
which have been created under that law, we
must be careful how we do it. We must
beware, I say, and do nothing that will sweep
away from people the rights and interests the
law itself has given them. It will be a
diagerorus experiment in this country for us
to try and say that a law solemnly entered
into twenty-five years ago, and interests
built up under that law, are to he
cauttaide as worthless. We asust remember
that in times of revolution and trouble, laws
can lie cast aside, and are cast aside, but the
reason for that is, that might is right in those
eases. Here, however, we have no revolution,
nor have we any real fault to find with the
Ivay in which these Assisted Schools have
been managed. I have lived in this country
all my life, and I have never heard any fault
found with the manner in which the Roman
Catholic body conduct their schools, unless it
be that they are too eager, in the .-yes of some
people, to look after and conserve the interests
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of the religion they profess. What would
apply in times of revolution end trouble will
not help us to settle this question, but the
Government have been very glad indeed to
try and bring an end to the system in a way
that will be expedient to ourselves. It is a
pleatsure for the Government to have the
opportunity of doing soi-at pleasure, because
no one is mnore anxious than myself to scure
peace for the community, atud to remove any
disturbing element from among the people.
In this connection let me say that I
believe nothing so disturbs a commtiunity as
religions discord. I was glad to see the way
in which the question of the Ecclesiastical
Grant had been dealt with, but the rights of
that question were not founded on a law so
much as on custom. At the samue time what
were the services rendered by the Churches to
the State?

Ma. SrismON : They secured law and order.
THE PRflMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) :

There may be no doubt about that; but the
ser~vices wore not such as those rendered under
any direct contract. Nor had they to follow
any specific course before the) could claim a
single penny from tho Government. If it was,
tight to consider the interests of the Churches
in the Ecclesiastical Grant. surely it is ten
thousand times more right and more binding
on the country to consider the rights that
have been brought into existec owing to the
Education Act of 1871. 1 hatve no desire to
complain of it, I-Lt would have been glad to
do mnore to recognise the good work done.
At the same tinme, there is no comparison
between the two things. andi there can be '10

doubt tiat we shall have to pity very largely
fromn the Treasury to continue the worki that
hase been hitherto done by the Assisted Schools.
TPhe grant has not been for teaching religion,
but for the general education of the youth of
the country, and this has been well done.
Now, Sir, in dealing with this question, I
want it dealt with in such a way that we shall
leave no sting behind, and, under no circum.
stances do I think wve should allowv the ques-
tion of a few thousand pounds to stand in the
way of a satisfactory settlemuent If we had
the money, we could only obtain, perhaps, 2
per cent, for it, &oud it would not be worth
more than 4 per cent, to those who will receive
it. Thedifferencoof a few thousands should
not be allowed to be the rock upon which
members would split in discussing the
matter.

SAs. Rf. F. SHOLL: Why not make it
£10,000.

.rsrE PREMIER (lion. Sir J1. Forrest): The
hion. moember appe'ars to I-- vanused, hut this
is not a laughing matter. Well, Sir, I do
hope and trust that we shall be able to deal
with this matter so that no sting will be left
behind. The House hase already settled
the main question, and the settlement of the
amount is now the only thing to be decided, in
order to banish this question fronm the politi-
cal areuna for ever. I think I nmay say
this much, that the proposals contained in this
Binl will be accepted by those interested in
the Assisted Schools in the spirit in which they
are offered. T]here is no doubt about this,
that, at the present time, the Roman Catholics
are the sole owners of the Assisted Schools, for
the other bodies went out of the system, and
for this roasion the Roman Catholics will be
heavy losers by these provisions. lHon, mem-
bers have perhaps read what has been said by
the matnagers of that body on the question.
[MRl. ILLINOWOnTH: We have all read it.) I
willread the statement made by Father Bourke
before the Joint Select Committee. He said:
"I regret very much that our connection with
"the Government is to be severed. The
"Government had always been very hind..

I regret, now, if the late decision
"of Parliament is to be carried out, that we
must part. It will be regrettable, no matter
what agreement is conc to. Whatever may
be the aioaut of compensation we receive, I

"would willingly sacrifice it in preference to
being cut from the position we have held up

'to the present." Those were the words of
Father Biourke. The Roman Catholic Bishop
said: " If the Government put us off without
"a penny, we would say nothing; we would
simply have to bear it. .. ... I have
"made up may mind not to murmur about the

"amount." These ;tre the declarations of
these reverend gentlemen, and I am very
pleased itt being able to read them to the
House. It shows us that they considered
themselves perfectly secure and safe, and that
they place entire confidence in the wisdoms
and equity of the members of this House and
of the Legislative Council. They wtill, however,
be great losers, becaume £20,000, even at 6 per
cent.,wiillonly give them £21,200 a year. while
they receive at present over £22,000 a year, and
that would have gone on increasieg as the
population of the colony increased. Thiat; is all

Ithey can receive if they succeed in invest-
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ing the capital most successfully. it Will
cost the colony about "D00 a year, ats interest
on this sum of £20,000, andt, if the Romn
Catholic hod)* can get no higher interest than
we have to pay, they will only have £800 a
year its against, m'ore than £2,000. It may, of
course, bie said, that we shall have to educate
the children hitherto taught in the Assisted
Schools, liut is it likely that these people wvho
have dlevoted their lives to the work, who
have toiled at it for the last 24 years, with the
best of results, will now cast it aide, instead
vf trying to continue it to the utmost of their
power? I think not. We know they will
not give up their years of work and toil, but
that they will continue on. At the same time.
if the refusal of this £800 a year mouant that
they wvould do so, it should not be forgotten
that each child hitherto taught in the Assisted
Schools will cost the Government about X3s
to X4 per had to edueate in the State
Schools. Weiwould never oducate them for
£800 a year. These are hard facts, andt they
cannot be disproved. 'rho Roman Catholics
wvill continue the education of their children
whether we givi' them anything or not. They
are bound to try and persevere to the end. I
ala sure they will do so ;and, cant anyone tell
me, if they do not do so, it will not cost
the colony any more than £800 to educate the
children they are orenucating? Tlhe thing is
absurd. Everyone knows it is absurd to sug-
gest anything else. This money is not going
to be sent oat of die colony, or going to he
spent in some bad purpose. We know this
money will find its way into the hands of the
managers of the churches; and Ilcan vouch for
it, I believe, that it will continue to be spent
in the education of the youth and of the child-
ren of many of our fellow-colonists. I would
rewind some hen. members that the Roman
Catholic community in this colony are our
friends, our fellow colonists, and even in many
cases our class relations. They are not aliens
but our own people, who desire to live to-
gether, to grow up with the colony together,
and carry on tho business of the country, with
the people of other denontinatioas.

SIR. Simpsos : Why can't they send their
children to the State schools iii amnity, then ?

'Ins PREMIER (Hon. Sir S. Forrest): 'The
argumnents of somse people go to show that they
would like to bring in a Bill to suppress Roman
Catholic schools. and not allow thm to have
any schools ait all, just as if people should not
be able to purise their own views~ as to what

they consider the proper way for their child-
ren to be educated. [ have said pretty well
all [ intend to say on the subject just now. I
trust I have said nothing to create bitterness,
or anything that has appeared to strike at
anyone in this Hlouse or out of it. I only de-
sire to emphasise to tbs House how faithfully
the Government has endeavored to carry
out its wishes. It appears to me they are
fully carried out in this Bjill, for we provide
that any contribution from the public funds
towards the Assisted Schools must cease at the
end of December, and the question of con'-
pensiatton is the only one we have left for our
consideration. I weald also point out again
that, ii the Government has not met the wishes
of bion. members, it will be quite competent for
any hon. member to miove that the amount be
reduced. I believe the work we are about to
do and the object we have iview are in the
best interesti of the country. Let us carry t
out fairly and equitably. so that we may re-
nmove from our ,midst a question full of so
munch discussion, and one that, has been at
fruitful source of trouble in the politicail
arena. 1 do not pretend to say there is ait
present any dissension between the Protest-
at Chnirohvsand the Roman Catholic body,
but let as strive to settle this question amlica-
bly and fairly. so that we muay airsist in
further cementing the bonds of union and
friendship already existing between the people
of this country. I beg Wo wove that the second
reading of this Bill be agreed to.

ME. H{ARPER: Notwithstanding the very,
eloquent words in which the Premier hast
moved the second reading of this Hill, I feel it
to be my duty to move that the Bill be read
this day six months. The reasons I will give
for this are very short. I an. quite in accord
with the Premnier when hie says that the only
question to be settled is as to the amount of
compensation.

TRE PREMIER (Ron. Sir J. Forrest) : Well,
nmove to reduce it.

MRa. HARPER: That is just what it is
difficult to do. You have made the amount
part of the question, andl that is why I feel
the necessity for moving that this Bill be read

ithis day sir mtonths. If the question or the
amount had been left to the Hiouse to decide,
by filling in a blank in the clause, instead of
the Government proposing a sum of £220,000,
1 should not have had to do this. The Gov-

enent has used its influence to try and fix
as to am. amount, and made it very difficult to
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deal with the matter. The ease of the amount
has been prejudiced. The Government gave
the country a shock when it was understood
they were prepared to pay £30,00, and the
feeling was so strong that the Government
found it would be a wise thing, if it was
going to fix an amount at all, to
fix a lower one than that originally stated.
The Premier has endeavored, no doubt, to
persuade his supporters to adhere to the
amount of compensation proposed by the
Government, and I think that some
members have pledged themselves against
their better feelings to agree to that amount.
But I do not think that this House would he
justified in voting an amount which would
leave the electors in a worse position than
they are in at present. Another point is, that,
in my opinion, we are not justified in Aixing
ain amount for which there is no precedent in
Australasia. I am quite prepared, and I think
this House is prepared, to say that we will deal
with this question on the very best terms that it
has been delt with in Anstralasia; and I do
not see how it can be reasonably asked that
wre shall go further than that, without taking
the advice of the electors themselves, because
it is unconstitutional to vote away the tax-
payers' funds in a direction for which there is
no mandate whatever. This question has
been, I think, prej udiced in another and a very
serious way, namely, by the manner in which
the claim. for compensation was put before
the Select Committee of Enquiry. A state-

went has been placed before us, in which it is
attempted to be shown that the total saving to
the Government, owring to the existenceeof the
Assisted Schools, has been £434,975 11s. 0*Ad.
This sum is imade up of two amiounts, namely,
the estimated saving of Assisted Schools to
the Government for twenty-three years,
£147,225 l1s. 04'd.. and the estimated cast of
buildings, £37,750. When you come to look
at the items, and see how the toal is made up,
it will be found that the account is very
largely swollen by the estimated value of
land, not of buildings at all, an estimated
value which is very much greater than what
was paid for the land. Take, as an example,
the first item in the list, Perth Boy's School,
the gronuds are set down at £4,500.

AN How. bigenga: The groun~dsarc worth it.
Mag. HARPER -. lThe item is set down in a

list which purports to give an " estimate of the
cost of the school buildings and grounds in
connection with the Roman Catholic Assisted

Schools of the colony." My argument is that
the item is not put bef ore the Ho use as the
estimated value of the grounds, but as the cost
of the land in question. That is what I object
to, and I do think that the manner in which
the itemi has been set down as the cost instead
of the estimated value of the land prejudiced
the claim that was made for compensation
before the Select Cowmmittee. Aso it was put
before this House the itew is extremely mis-
leading, and some other items in the list re-
ferring to land which probably did notcost wiore
than a fourth of the present estimated value.
Therefore I think we are not justified in accept-
i ng the amount wh ichi is put before th is House
by the Government, as the sunm of Lair comnpun-
sation to which the Roman Catholic body is
entitled. It is evident from the manner in
which the accounts have been placed before
the Select Comimittee and the~louse, that there

*is ain attempt to exaggerate the conduct which
has been expended by this body upon the

*Assisted Schools, ad therefore if they clalin,
*as the alleged loss they are about to lie put to
by the withdrawal of the annual grant, upon an
assumed expendit ure which, when the accounts
are examined is no loss at all. Thea again it
must have been in the minds of the heads of
the Church that this question of Assisted
Schools which has been settled in all the other
colonies was bound to come up for settlement
in West Australia,, and in going before the
3eleet Committee Bishop Gibuey, on the prin-
ciple of asking for a large SOLO 10 order to be
sure of getting a subistantiaLl one, said that
£9100,000 wvould not be too much to take from
the Crown for the 'Assisted Schools. Well I
think that was a rather astonishing statement
to make to the Committee, and through the
Committee to this House, that the Roman
Catholic body would be prepared to accept an
amount like that. The sum of £200,000 was
obviously named in ordeor that the claim for
compensation should start f ro n a large amount
with the object of get ting more than ltad beon
given under siwilar circamstanees elsewhere.
And apparently the device had taken its effect
u~pon the Government and upon the Select
Comamittee, and an amount of coinpensatiou
had been proposed out of all reason as coat-
pared with what had been paid elsee here, and
I think that for these reasons that this H1ouse
sooner th~an enter into a discussion on that
ansount had better let the watter go to the
electors. I say that this question is already
prejudiced. The Governmenut are pledged to

["sEMBLY.] Assiste(t Schools.
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the amount named by the Premier, and I have
no doubt will endeavour to carry it. Well,
there is another question which crops up in
regard to the extent of the school buildings.
The Church claims that it has spent on eor-
mous amount on those buildings. 'The question
arises-Where have these funds come from ?
The money, r have no doubt, was collected in
some cases from a great many denominations.
In this connection I could mention a little
incident which occurs to my mind. I was
once discusaiug this question of the Churches
contributing towards each other's funds with
a gentle-nan of the Roman Catholic faith, who
said " I think it is horribly mean for our clergy
not to let us subscribe to otlher Churches; we
get all we can from others why should we not
be allowed to give to anyone else." I am quite
prepared to say that there aire a great many
members of the Roman Catholic body who do
help other denominations, but I know that
they do so against the wishes of the governing
body of their Church. Now, we know that a
very considerable amount of the money col-
lected by the Roman Catholics for the building
of schools is derived from other denominations,
and therefore it is not a fact to Say that the
money comes out of the pockets of this one
denominaition. That is the point I( wish to
make.

AN How. Mnnssnu: A great point that.
MR. HARPERI: Well, i do not see, looking

at the position of electors and taxpayers of
this colony that we have a right to purchase
then. by paying away an excessive amount of
the public funds as compensation for the
Assisted Schools. We are only justified in
giving the same terms that have been given
elsewhere tinder einilar circumstances, and I
therefore move that this Bill be read this day
sir months.

Me. HALING WORTH: I rise to second the
motion which has been so ably proposed by the
hon.msembi-r for Beverloy. I do so because
in the expressive work of the Premier, I desire
that this question Should be settled without
leaving a sting behind it It does not, how-
ever, appear to have occurred to the Premie
that there were suoie persons than one in this
question' and that it is possilble that
the compensations which would Satisfy
the one side would leave a very serious
Sting behind it in regard to the other. 'The
vieivsof the comitry as expressed on every
occasion upon which the country has had an
opportunity of expressing them is that the As-

sisted Schools-and not the Assisted Schools
particularly-but the dual system of educa,-
tion-should in the interests of th scountry
cease. Now this is say desire. I desire that the
dual System should cease. t desire that
in the future the children growing up in this
Ctflony Shall Sit side by side with each
other, recogisiing the brotherhood of
muan, recognising the unit of God's
recognising the rel-ations which exist
between. them and each other. I desire
that the old world feuds, the old
world prejudices, andi the old world
sectarianism, shall live out their miserable life
in the old world from which they come and
die an ignohle death and be buried iu dis-
honored graves. If we tire to believe in the
grreat union of the British nation, of which we
Lire proud to be called a part, we must erase
from our political ad om- social thought
these party distinctions, these names
and Parties, and "Let names and
Sects and parties fall and God alone
lie -all in all." Now what is the proposal
before this House. It is that a sum of
money shall be voted to he placed in the
haudsof those wholsaive hitherto done splendid
service towurds the educational interests of
tbe colony. I do not wish to say one word
against then). They have done splendid
service irs the educational system,. at a
thu in the history of this country
when West Australia needed their
help. But the time has come when it has
been decided in this 'mouse that the dual
system shall coes. Last year, according to
the returs-n we have before us, a little over
£22,000 was given to the Assisted Schools. It
was proposed by the Select Committee, on
which three members of the Government sat
-that is three-fifths of the whole Cabinet-
that £30,000 should be paid as compensation for
the cessation of the grant to the Assisted
Sehoolb. It is one of the strange things that
hase come before us in this discussion, that the
proposed grant of £30,000 was reduced to
£20,000. 1 have Uacusse idea that the three
moemb~ers of the G overnmnent to whom I have
.eferred did not discuss the matter with the
ithor two-fifths when the original proposal was
made, and that the influence of the other
two-filths of the Cabinet was sufliciently
Along to reduce the amount from
£230,000 to £20,000. But t will assume,
anti perhaps move oorrectly, that it wast
in c;,nseqnence of the influence of the Sup-
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porters of the Government that the amount
was reduced. What I ak is the dignity of
politics in this country, when the Premier,
upon an important question like this goes about
from head to head and counts the strength of
his position upon a vital question like this, and
then comes to this House with a pocketful of
votes and a foregone conclusion, after having
totted it up with his supporters as to what
they will vote for. Does the Government rule
this country through this House, or are
:ndividual members of the Government patty
the real rulers of the colony. If the Govern.
wnmt are not prepared to take the responsi-
bility of their position the sooner they leave the
Treasury Benches, and allow won to go there
who will take the responsibility the better. In
saying this, I am not speaking simply to
this House, but I am speaking to this
country. I say that on a question the country
has been asked for its decision, and the voice
of the country has declared, " We want the
dual system of education to cease," and yet
the Government were prepared to give X30,000
as compensation, knowing that this large sum
of mloney would go into the hands of one of
the shrewdest commercial gentlemen of this
city for investment. Do we not know-if some
memabers do no&. know it, I do-that the manner
of that investment is arranged for; and do we
not know that the manner of that investment
will yield something like 16 per cent.?P But
suppose it yields only 10 per cent., or suppose
that it yields even less than that, what is this
money to be applied to ? It is to be applied
for the benefit of the dual system in this
country. The country wants this dual system
to cease, and this proposed vote is intended
to continue the dual system for ever in a
worse forni than that in which it exists to-
day. To-day the annual grant is under
Government control; to-morrow, wyhen this
vote is passed there is no Government Con-
trol. This -would be the perpetuation of the
system which the Government has been told
shall cease, the perpetuation of thu very
system which this House has declared by
resolution shall ceasm,. The Preianersays that
the Govertnent have carried it in this Hfouse
that the dual system shall ceatse, and yet the
Government propose to perpetuate that
system without Wle control which is exercised
at present, when we vote the annual grant
for the Schools, which are now under the
direction of the State. We vote the money
for Schoois in which oversight can be

given to the books that are used and the
teachbing that is imparted, and when the pro-
posed compensation is paid, it passes From the
control of the Government and from the con-
trol of the State, and henceforward any-
thing may be taught in the Schools that
the Church desires to teach. We have
no proof that they will teachI from the
books that other children have been taught,
and we have no proof even that the money
shall be used even for the purpose of teaching
the three "Us." In fact the money may he
used for any purpose that is approved of by
the heads of the Roman Catholic Church, and
we may be sure that it will be Used for the
inculcation of that faith by which thu children
of some parents in this colony are separated
from their neighbors in religious thoughts andi
special modes of training. Now I say that
this was not the intention of Parliameat; I
say that it was not the wish of the country,
and I say that it is not the wish of a large
majority of the people of this country, when-
ever they bad bad any opportunity of speaking
upon this question. WeU, I come next to
consider how this question should be dealt
with. I am a-ware that the Premier thinks
that he can put me in a very false position
by quoting from Mansard a spechb which 1
delivered some time ago. I can only say that
if the rules of the House would permit me, I
should read the speech referred to, in order
that the Premier should not have any advan-
tage in doing sio at a later stage; but, as 11am
forbidden to read the speech, I shall try to
quote myself. I said that the time had come
for the settlement of the question of giving
grants to schools, that the country asked for
a settlemuent, and that the Government would
have a majority of this House behind them if
they would deal in arn equitable and even
generous manner with the Roman Catholic
body. And what I said then, I repeat now.
I want the compensation to be pid for the
termination of the grant to Assisted Schools
to be just, liberal, and even generous. What
lies at the root of this quesition is that the State
has to see that the children of the colony
shall1 be educated without ieing aked what is
the faith, or nationality, or want of
faith, of their parents. rhis question ha
nothing to do with the payment of £220,000.
That question is too small a thing for the
House to discuss in that connection. It is
not merely a monetary question. It is a
question of wha~t the country is asking for.

[ASSEMBLY.] Assisted Schools.
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And what the country asks for is that there
shall be one National school system, and that
so far as the State is concerned, State money
should not be spent in perpetuating the dual
system. The question arose as to the compen-
sation to be paid for schools which had been
established under the dual system. The
country and the majority of the House desired
that in future there should be but one
National school provided, with the very best
means for imparting to the children a sound
education, andereate a harmoniousand genuine
national life, in a spirit of brotherhood among
the future citizens of the colony-an education
that would unite the children, not one that
would induce them to stand apart. Very roll,
then. If I propose, as the country desires, that
the dual system shall coes, and that the do.
nonminational schools shall cease to exist,
there is a necessity for compensation. I
want, as I have said, that compensation to he
generous. I do not propose to do away with
the schools or the teachers. On the contrary,
I want a sufficient number of schools, and a
sufficient number of teachers to teach every
child in the country; and it is admitted that
the closing of the Roman Catholic Schools
will entail a certain amount of loss
to that body. In dealing with this loss
1 am prepared to accept Bishop Gib.
ney's figures, and I am willing to vote for
the full amount which the Bishop has asked
for, on condition that the schools ace taken
over by the Government, and made State
Schools, in which the children could receive a
proper business education. In discussing the
abolition of denominational schools in Vic-
toria, I asserted that there were more
children going to denominational schools
than there were going to State schools, and I
could prove that this is the case also in West
Australia if we had the necessary statistical
returns bearing on the subject. Consequently
every Church aned every religious organisation
has an opportunity of teaching their own chiP.
dreami the Sunday-school, and I bold that that
is the proper place to teach religion, and that
religion should not be taught by persons who
are not properly prepared for that work, and
hon. members know that it is quite outside the
range of the Government to teach religion.
Therefore, I want religious teachvitgeliminated
from the State Schools. I have no objection
to a system which allows that there shall be
religious teaching of the children at proper
times and proper places; but, what the

country demands is, that certain religious
bodies, who have hitherto ad Assisted Schools
shall discontinne those schools, although at
proper this the clergy may be allowed to go
into those schools and teach religion. Thle
services performed by the Roman Catholic
Church in the cause of education have to be
gratefully acknowvledged, and that Chnreh
was entitled to compensation for the
grant that was about to be withdrawn.
So far f rom finding fault with the
proposed amount of the compensation, I wish
to see the amount of that compensation raised
to a sum sufficient to provide that the
undonowinational schools shall pass from the
religious body whieh now controls them to
the State. Let a value be placed upon those
schools, and let the State pay that value.
Some of those schools are erected upon land
which has been given by the State. but the
laud has been improved by the buildings
placed upon it, and by the improvement in the
value of property. Let the State pay the
value of the schools us they stand, and take
them over, so that in the future there shall be
but one National School. I say that the Pre-
mier has misinterpreted the view of this House,
and what the country desires, when he proposes
to continue the dual system, -and says that the
House should not take exception to the pay-
ment of a few thousnads of pounds. Thke
question is not one as to the aLmount of com-
pensation, for, when the State School system
of education is established, the House will
have to vote very large sums for its maintatin-
auce. We are not voting on this matter for
the saving, of money; for, education will cost
the county very much more in the future
than it has cost in the past-possibly X60,000,
£70,000, or even £2100,000-in order that every,
Jitild shall receive a proper education. But I
am not prepared to perpetuate the very
system of dual education that the country has
declared against.

Tun Afronu~sr-GENEMAL (Hoo. S. Bart):
Get out.

Mn. ILLINGWORTH: That is a sample of
the language of a legislator of this country.
it is quite possible that it is about as sensible
a remark as we have had from the Treasury
benches this evening. Well, I shall consult
my electorate as to whether I shall "get out."
At presentlIam here. 'Ihat is the answer to
the "getout" of thelHon. the Attorney-
General. On this question I1 am fully pre-
pared to -get out" if the constituency
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says so. AVell, I would just like to
digress for a nomuent upon this interesting
question which. has come from the Attorney-
General. I do not know that would be a bad
idea to got out. Supposing we do get out.
Supposing we both go the country on this
question. I challenge the Government to do
so. 1 say that they a re not gameo to accept
the challenge. I challenge the supporters of
the Government-the sweet seventeen. I
challenge them to go to the conlstituencies,
nd IEsay that they are not game to do so. I
say they will not; they dare not. I say that
there is not a in among the supporters of
the Government who will face his consti-
tuency ou. this question. Well, I am game.
Well, then, coining to the Bill which has been
introdueed by the Premier, I fiod that it is
an exact perversion. of the will. of the Rouse.
It states in the first ClaMusC that it is expedient
that the granting of public funds for elemen-
tary schools founded by volun1tary eff ort, and
not belonging to the Uoverntnent, should lie
discontinued. Will the payment of this
£tO,O0e discontinue thle paymnent. of public
f undsP No; it proposes that such payments
shall be perpotuated, for, if the troney is voted
it wrill yield a larger revenuie to the schools
than they have ever enjoyed from the Govern-
meat. I ask, then, is this Hill a proper inter-
preta' ion of the views of this House aund of the
wish of the constituencies ? I cannot see that
it is anything of the sort; it is diamnetrically
opposed to the desire of the House and of the
country. Hon. meumbers know that the £020,000
will continue the schools. If you will make
the £20,000,_£50,000. and buy the schools. I will
vote- with you;i but to vote any 6ura of money
to perpetuate the schools is What C cannot do,
and I hope that hon. members will see the
position in which they stand in voting upon
this question. The Premnier says that the
passing of this vote will settle the question.
Well, I very much doubt it. I do not know
ally way of settling it except by acting upon
the suiggestion of the Attorney-General, and
going to the country upon it. The Premier
says that the action of the Government will
ha comiuended by the comivoity. It Will lie
comnmended by a certain class in the coin-
munity, no doubt, but that claws is not a
majority in this House or ini the cuuuatry..

ITHE Pass i Lza: You know all atbout it.
Ma. IILINGWORT Li : Well, I have just

as mnuch opportunity of knowing as the
Prauivr, anti I s;..y thmat it i not calcuhlted to

bring about that harmony in *,he community
of which the hon. gentleman speaks, Hle knows
that the perpetuation of the schools wvill bring
about nothing like bariaoy;ite knows that
it Will be a constanlt source Of trouble which
Will be Of a wider and a mote seriouls charace
outside this Chamber than int it. If it isu said
that this subject should be treated in a gener-
oues way, I am prepared to treat it in that Way,
but I want someothing for my money. I want
to get the scehools. If the Goverunent want

*to propose peace and concord, let them with-
draw the Bill1 ad bring in one for £110,000,
4 td to get possession of the schoolsa, and I will
vote for it.

Tiss Comnissiossaor? CROWN LANDS8: They
wifl start schools again.

Ma.ILL1NGWOIlI: I admit that tip,
Itotean Catholics have done good work for the
community in their schools, and that it would
be injustice and a wrong to bring in a national
systemz of education, and take their property
without giving them compensation upon a
most generous scale when the Governme1nt
takte over their schools.

Tam Connmssiorsrn or Onowis LA.Nos (Hion.
A.i. RichardsPon): You may boy the bricks

and mortar ;you cannot buy the priest.
Ma. 1LLIRGWORTH: I do not think it

is any use discussing the Bill, and I think it
should be withidrawn, with a view to provid-
ing that there shalt be only one system of
national educationl in this colony to equip the
children for their battle in life, without divid-
ing thorn by religious party lines.

Tn ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hfon. S.
Burt) : I am sure that the speech of the hion,
gentlemiani who has just adldressed the House
is net calculated to do away with the bitter-
ness of feeling of which he spoke. I hope
that those boa, members who wnay continue
the debate will do so on a somewhat higher
plane than that to which we have at this
moment attained. We know that in the
interests o~f this colony it would be well to
have this questioajpeCeCfully settled, and, alter
what bus transpired in this Hlouse and in the
Legislative Council, it would have been
thought that no difficulty would have arisen.
in doing so. *i he Governiment. While
perceiving that the question would have
to be settled ait no distant date, had
decided not to bring it to a head this
session, but en being approached by those
who had authority over the schools, and
being asked to arrive at iL settlenment, and
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finding, as we believed, that lbon, members
were also desirous of dealing with it, the I. :ov-
erment has taken action in the matter. So
far matters ran smoothly, the Legislative
Assembly passed a resolution in favor of doing-
what the Government now propose. It was to
be expected that the question would he
settled upon equitable terms, and that a
subject, which was a strong one, was
in a fair way of amicable settlement.
Well, now, this Bill has been introduced to
night, embodying tbe principle we are all
agreed upon,-that this question should
once and for all cease, and that the Assisted
Schools system should come to an end.
Surely we do not wish to revive the whole
controversy and to hark back to the state of
unrest which obtained at. the commencement
of this session as to this education question ;
and I would appeal to the House not to lose
this opportunity of arriving at some settle-
ment of this matter. A Joint Select Com-
mittee, recently appointed by both Houses of
Parliament, sat with regard to the amount of
compensation to be paid to the Roman
Cattholic body for the loss of the grant-in-aid
and on that Committee were lion. members
representing both sides of the House, includ-
in g the hen, member for Albany and the hon.
member for Geraldton.

Mu. SiwesoN : Yes, and a big chance they
had.

Tits ATVORNEY-GEiNERAL (W~on. S.
Burt) .As I say, these gentleien whom I have
natted, were members of that Select Coin-
mittee, und I find now, to my very great re-
gret, that instead of those hon. members
endeavoring to arrive at a decision as to what
should be a fair amount of compensation on
the. lines reported by that Select Committee,
they intend to support the hon. member
for Beverley in his attempt to undo all that
has already been done, to throw back this
question within the arena of debate, both inside
and outside the House. The hon. member for
Beverley denies, as I understood him t3 say,
that he is going back on the principle
that has already beenu dected,-
that of the cessation of the Assisted Schools
system-and he tell* the House that he moved
his hostile mo1tion to the Bill because the
Government had iiade the amount of proposed
coupensation the principle of the Bill. Well,
f can hardly believe that the hon. member for
Beverley could conceive such an absurd idea.
lamn sure it never occurred to the Governmen t

for a single mnoment, to leave the space for the
proposed amont of compensation, blnk, in

Ithe Bill; but, if the majority of the House
-decides upon aces-tam amount, there is an end
to the matter at once. Tlhe Select Committee
to which I have already referred suggested
that £30,000 compensation should be paid, but
the Governiment, in view of the fact that that
proposal did not meet with general approval,
and with the desire to settle the question
amicably, proposed that £220,000 should be
paid. Mly desire is that due regard for both
sides of the ease should be given, and I desire
that the claim of the Roman Catholic body

1should be met in such a manner as will give no
cause foi bitterness afterwards. I believe that6

wre are i-ry close to an agreement as to the
amount of compensation, because sevoral bon.

Sinembersof the Opposition areitebued with the
same idea that the Go vernmLent has, that of
arriving at what is a fair and equitable
amount of compensation to be paid, and I

Ithinkz there should be no difficulty in bringing-
together each Of the amounts suggested by
different hon members, aind thuts to arriVe at
seine common figure that will be generally
acceptable. New as regards the statement of
the lion. member for lBeverlay,that the Govern-
unIut haMve Int~de tho amouint of compensation
the principle of the Bill. I deny that we have
done so. The Government do not intend
to stick st ubbornly to the amlount
proposed in the Bill if another sumn is fixed
upon ina the manner I have suggested, and will
certainly not withdraw the Bill, should that
particular amount not be agreedto. The hon.
member for Beverley did not tell the House at
what time the amount of compensation beca mue
the principle of the Bill, but I think, aifter all,
that the question of wvhat amount should be
considered to be the principle of the Bill is a
matter of detail. 'The amount proposed in the
Bill is, acording' to the hen. meumber's
argument, the(. principle of the Bill, because
it is too high, and beCau.se it doesB not suit his
view of the question. And then the hen
member says that weniust not leave the
electors in a worse position than they are at
present, which tie says we wouild do if tise pro-

*posied amount of compensation were given to
*the Romian Catholic body. Well, the hen.
member did not follow up the argument

*very well, and I did not quite understand him.
Bunt he also said that, its firing the amount of
compensation, precedent should be followed,
or in the alternative, the electors ibo-Lld be
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consulted. Now as to leaving the electors in
a worse position, the Government subndt that
they will riot be doing so. if their proposal to

awa~rd £20,000 compensation is carried. As a:
matter of fact, I think the electors will be
satisfied With any decision Parliament may
come to regarding this question; so long as it
amicably settles the question once and for all.
Then wvith. regard to the precedents which the
lion. member says should lie tollowed, ho has
not quoted any.

MRn, [LLtNOJWORTH: Trake Queensland.
Tax ATTORNEY-GENERiL (Hon. S.

Burt). Neither Queensland nor Victoriafarnish
parallel conditions to those existing in this
colony, because there was never a Bill of this
description in force in either of those colonies,
and the ci rewunatanees were never exactly the
same as those which exist in this colony. I
aml aware that in Queensland the Government
gave to some schools, (other than the Govern.
ment Primary Schools) that had been receiv-
ing assistance under a scheme of general
edncation, a stain of £30,000 or a little over, on
the withdrawal of that aid which had been
given theta for five years;, but it was not the
same system of Assisted Schools which we
have here, and which were established under
what is known as Foster's Act; and [ repeat
thlat the circumsitnesl were altogether
different. I amt not so well acquainted with
the facts9 regarding the case in Victoria, but I
know thaLt the Act in existence there is not
l e same as the Act which is in force in this
colcey, therefore there are no precedents
which we, in this colony, can follow, in regard
to the grunting of this compensation to the
Roman Catholic body, and, consequently the
hon. member's argument in that respect is
not sound, The bon. member in supporting
hib motion to shelve the Bi"l did not utter
one single word against the pith of the
recommendation of the, Select Comnmittee,
which was that pecuniary compensation shlould
lie given to the Romna Catholic; body for the
loss ot the graint-in-aid to the Assisted
Schoocls, while ho did not Oven suggest that
thet (lovernment should purchase the schools.
,No one wonid contend that the Uovernment
should undertake the sjeriuns responsibility of
purchasingthe schools. Now, the lion. mactber
for Nanni ne, with a good deal of plausibility-
and Ilam sure he will forgive me if I say I do
not believe in him-showed that he desired to
settle this question without leaving a sting
behind. Whiat dove, the sting awkount to F

Merely a difference of £3,000 or X4,000 in the
amount to be awarded ams eonmpenstion. Is3 it
really worth while jeopardising the settlement
of this vexed question for the sake of such a
small amount? No, it is utterly absurd. We
have arrived at a. settlement within a few
thousand potunds, and, if we cannot finelly
decide the question, it is simply because We
cannot agree over a paltry difference of £3,000
or even £10,000. As to all this talk about
children growiugi up together, in conflict on
religious questions, and the revival of old
feuds and disputatimis, I detsire to raise this
debate above that sort of thing. I think we
havegonobeyond. all this, and havenow arrived
at that stage when we should decide that
the present system of education should cease.
The hen. member for Nannine asked with a.
great flourish.- What is becoming of the
dignity of the politics?' I ask, whewe is the
dignity of politics when an hon. mnkir on
this side of the House is put up to move that
the Bill should be read this day six months,
bccause it was known that he was opposed to
the Government on this question ?

Mr. SIMPSON:- Who put him Up ?
THE krrORNEY-GENERAL (fin. S.

Burt : Why the Opposition did. They were
only too glad to nse the hon. muember for
Beverley for the purpose of rejecting the bill
and thus lowering the dignity of politics.

Man. LEASE: Sir. I rise to order. Am [ at
liberty to state that the lion. mom her for
B3everley was nob .pnt uip by any macuber of the
Opposition to wove the rejection of the Bill ?

Tn- Sfl AXES: The flon, the Attorney-
General can give his view of the matter.

Ala. LEns: He said the Opposition did so.
THE SPEAKER: The Opposition consists of

more than one hon. member.
THE A'TTOREY - GENERAL (Elon. S.

Burt):; The Government were twitted by the
hon. member for Nannine with hauving done
something that was unbecoming to the dignity
of politics, and I fail to understand what we
did that justified the bon. member in making
that statement. The lion. member seems to
lievery much grieved to think that theGovern-
ment has a majority in faLvor of the Bill. If
this means, then, that it is lowering the digoi my
of~politics for the Government to have a sub-
stantial following, I cannot understand his
argument at all, and, no doubt, when he arrives
at that stage in his political career when be
has a. majority behind him of "sweet
seveuteen"-ns he is pleased to call the sup-
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porters of the Government-ho will hold a
very different opinion. The same hon. member,
in secondingthe amendment of the hon. momn-

her for Beverley, did so on grounds that were
entirely in opposition to the views advanced
by the mover of the amendment. The hon.
member fir B~everley said nothing in sup-
port of the proposal to give a pecuniary comn-
pensation to the Roman Catholielhody, whereas
the hon. member for Nannine. in parading his
generosity and liberality, averted that he
would give that body £100,000 in compensation.
But in connection with that, I mut say that
I doubt very much whether, if ho had any idea
that it waspossible to give that large amount,
he would have made such a magnificent offer.

MR. ILrANGWORTH : You are not quoting me
fairly.

THE ATTOR{NEY-GENERAL (Hon. S.
linr): Yes I am. 'The hion. member further,
in arguing in opposition to the mover of the
amendment, advocated the abolition of the
present system of education, the establish-
ment of one National system, and the pur-
chase of the Assisted Schools by the Govern-
mont. 'Iheideaof purchasing the whole of these
schools isutterly impossible and impracticable.
We know that the Roman Catholic body will
Dot sell them; therefore, why does the lion.
member for Nannino ask the Oovernmvnt to
pursue a course that he knows, or at least
ought to knowis impossible and impracticable?
Th e only way of purchasing these schools would
be to compel the Roman Catholic body to sell
them bypassing an Act of Parliament. Twill
assume forna moment that the Select Commit-
tee suggested that the schools should be pur-
chased at the valuation set upon thiem by
the Roman Catholic body, viz, £47 .OQO, and
that the House adopted the suggestion,
what would prevent the Roman Catholic using
that sum of £47,000 in acqui ring other schools
immediately after ?

Ma. SiMsoN : Is that the kind of conduct
you think they would be giulty of?

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt)- That argument answvers the con-
tention of the hon. member for Nannine,
when he says that the Governmnt
should purchase the schools. The Select
Committee would have been simply delud-
ing this House if they had suggested, in
face of thle evidence, that the compensation
should take the form of the purchase of the
schools. Now Iask, what are we to think of
a motion such as this one, moved by the bon.

member for Beverley. on the grounds that I
have stated, and seconded by the hon. imember
for Nannine, on such totally different and
uttorly inpractioable grounds? I hope the
hon. member for Nannine will recognise that
if this "matter is to be settled at all, it must
be settled by a direct pecuniary compensation
ais suggested by the Hill.

MR. ILL!NOWORTH: For what P
THE ATTrORNEY-GENERAL~ (Hon. S.

Burt): For that which Parliament recognised
a few weeks ago as the vested interests which
have grown up under the Education Act of
ls71.

M.S. ILLTNOWOILTH : Those are Ihe schools.
TuzATTORNEY-GEN ERAL (Ron. S. Burt):

No, they are embodied in the capitation grant
which ivas brought into force by the Act.
No one, atthis stage, will surely say that when
Parliament spoke of thevested interests which
have arisen, that it did not mean the vested
interests involved in the grant-in-aid. It was
owing to the cessation of that grant-in-aid that

we had to find compensation, and the only
compensation that can lie offered is that of a
direct money payment. I appeal tothe Home
again, having arrived at that stage when we
consider that at pecuniary compensation should
be given, that wre should not get away from
that point and endeavor to re-open the whole
controversy again, and raise those prejudices

I ndpsssions which wehoped had been smother-
Ied for the present, but that we should
endeavour to finally decide the question, once
and for afl,bIy fixing an equitable amount of
compensation to the religious body concerned
in the withdrawal of the assistance to the
Assisted Schools. The hon, member for Gerald-
ton who has taken a leading part in this ques-
tion-and I can only thank him for the gen-
ermus tone he has adopted in discussing it on
previous ocasions-has told us before now
that lie desires to be liberal. The hon. member
for Nonnine and the hon. member for Albany
have each given us asimilarussurance. In the
fuc of that fact, and in the face of the fact
that Parlitamea decided that this question
should be finally decided, and also in view of
the suggestion that a pecuniary compensation
should be paid, surely we have a light task in
fixing the amount of the compensation. Let
b on. members, if they like.say thattie mamot
of X20,000. suggested by the Bill, is too high.
but let us arrive at a common understanding

in regard to the amount that should be paid ;
and I do appeal to hon. members not to
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throw out this Bill, and thus launch us on the
sea% of trouble, again, which always arises in
this or in any other eon atry whera this eyes-
tion of education is in an unsettled condition.
We may never have the opportunity again,
and if we neglect the chance that is now af-
forded u" to settle the question, we shall
give rise to further bitterness and regret. We
are practically only standing on the threshold
of the question yet, and, so long as we allow it
to remain unsettled, the more acute will it be-
conic and the wore will it divide this comn-
munity in such a way as we shall deplore
hereafter, Whatever our individual opinion
may be, I appeal to hon. mtemiboe to endea-
vor to settle their differences on this question
and to conic to some common understanding
regarding it. That can only be effected by
defeating the motion for the shelving of the
Bill for six months. Let uts therefore read the
Bill& second tune, and then got into committee
where we can arrive at a definite eonclusion
regarding the -amount of compensation that
should he paid to the Roman Catholic body
for the withdrawal of the grant-in-aid to the
Assisted Schools.

MR, TJROiSSLL: Sir, [ desire to say ufew
words in support of this Bill, and I would
remind the House thaot it hLas been introduced
entirely at the dictum of the Opposition. 'rhe
only question that remains to be settled, in
my opinion ait any r-ate, is, whether the amount
of compensation which is suggested in the Bill
is too ]large or too small], and I am inclined toA
think, as the hon. niemlier for Nanniue thinks,
that thu Goveruieoit should have made the
amount larger. At the same time, I am not
prepared to aLdmit that the Government should
give the Roman Catholic body 24 7,0' .0 for the
purchase of the Assisted Schools, because, if
that amiount were invested at the usual rate of
interest obtsinable by the Government, it
would return a revenue of £21,645 per annum,
while the sum of £20,000 would, at the same
rate of interest, yield £2700 per annum. Then;
with regard to what the Lionan Catholic. Bishop
would do with the money, if he invested it at
1.5 per cent. as suggested by the hon. member
for Xana-iae, it would prove that he was not
only a good Bishop, bat that he was also a good
business man. Coming to the main point,
however, I thinkr that if we confine ourselves
to the question of what amount of compen-
sation shtould be paid, without going into de-
tails at all, we shiall decide the matter much
quicker. I do not bold any very strong opin-

ions nn the matter except that T desire to see
fai r play done to the relig-ious: body interested;
and [ judge, front the remarks that have been
made both inside and outside of the Honse,
that hon. mnabers also (desire that justice
should be done to that body, and that they
should be awarded a fair and liberal compen-
sation for the less of the grant-in-aid to their
schools. Now I wish to say, in connection
with the question of what amount of compen-
sation should be given, that I admired the
Premier when lie acknowledged that he had
ma~de an error in proposing to the Select
Comnmittee that £30,000 should be paid ana
consequently reduced the amount to £20,000
in the Bill; and I can only say that if the Hon.
the Premier had insisted upon the larger sum
being- awarded, ho would not have received
the support that be will receive to-night. It
weawa~rd the proposed sum of 20,000 which, as
I have before stated, will only cost the country

£700 per imunum, we shall definitely settle
this turbulent question of education, and
then we shall never again hear the
hon. member for Gyeraldto,- whom we
all admire for his eloquence and for
his satire--urging the Government to take
steps to settle it. I hope that the hon. member
for Gerald ton wilibe generous to-night and help
the Governmnit to do what he has son often
said they should do. What have we to fear
in this matter P We know it is a wise political

*axiom that the children are the property of
the State, and that n6 we educate, or neglect
to educate our Children, so the State will gain
or suffer. The money that is proposed to be
given to the 'Rouman Catholic I-ody will be

*returned again, and will be at source of
national wealth by reason of the children
being educated ny that body. There hats
never been ;any charge brought against that
body of faulty educatin; and, what does it
signify if, side by side with an honest and good
secular education, the Roman Catholics stand
true to their principles and impart religious
instruction to the young as well ? The effect
of all religious instruction, whether it be by
the Roman Catholic or any other denonjina-
tion is to make the Children grow up to be good
and law-abiding citizens; and it is for thut
reason that I have mtunch pleasure in support-
ing this Bill. If hon. members are honest in
their desire for the peace and quietness they
speak of, they need only discuss the details of

the proposed method for obtaining that much-
Ito-be-desired state of affairs having first
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ifllrinpd the principle that the compensation
should be given.

MR. RANDELTJI Sir, I do unot propose to
say very much on this question. I think that,
so far, some of the speakers have travelled
outside the principle that is before the House,
and it seems to we to be almost impossible,
in dealing, with a question of this description,
to avoid doing so. T think something may be
said for the motion of the hon. member for
Beverley, to shelve the Hilt for six months.
It is not the intention of bon.
inembers on this side of the House to
throw out the Bill, but T think it is in keeping
with Parliamentary procedure that it
should not be said that, although hon. nuom-
hers who wvere opposed to a measure, allowed
the second rending to be carried, and then ex-
pressed their opposition to it at a later stage
of its progress through the House, that those
hon. members wore factious in: their opposi-
tion to the measure. The Hron. the Premier, in
introducing this Bill, approached the subject
in a very friendly spirit, and I do not blame
him for that in the slightest, hut, at the same
time, I think the House should carefully con-
sider it front another point of view, and
that is as to ho. we can settle this question
to the satisfaction of the electors. Indican-
tins are not wanting that the feeling of the
country is growing stronger and stronger in
favor of the abolition of the dual system of
education, and the bon. the Premier, recognis-
ing that, is now trying to secure the best terms
for compensation for the Assisted Schools
which are to beabolished. On the other hand,
it isthe duty of hon. members to guard the
interests of the country, and to offer a fair and
oquita~ble amounit of compensation to the
Romnan Catholic body for the withdrawal of
the capitation grant for education. That is
the gist of the whole question. I wish to refer
to a remark made by the Hon. the Premier with
regard to the introduction of the education
system which now prevails, and I wrill answer
that by stating that we had a splendid system
of education in force before the passing of the
Act he referred to, and thatit gave satisfaction
to all but one section of the community. I
will say nothing in regard to the statement
which the bon. member attributed ta me, to
the effect that that Act wats thrust upon the
people, except to say that I can fully justify
the position I have taken and the statements
I have made in regard to the question. Then
we come to the other aspect of the question,

which was presented by the Attorney-Ge ineral,
and that is the procedure that has been
adopted in other patb of Australasia with
regard to the granting of compensation for the
withdrawal of the grtit-in-aid toany particular
religious body for educational purposes. 'Tho
principle adopted in Queensland, New South
Wales. and Victoria, was that the grant should
continue for a number of years, and should
then cease, and I might point out that
the sum of X6,000 per annium paid by the
Queensland Government does not apply to
our case, because there wore tL larger
number of children in the school,
in thatecolony, and consequently the amount of
the grant-in-aid was proportionately larger.
In Victoria and New South Wales, I think the
grant was extended over a period of three years,
and the same conditions existed in those
colonies as those which existed in this colony.
The people of those colonies decided that the
assistance to schools, other than Government
schools, should cease, and the people of this
colony have arrived at asimilar decision. And
now, therefore, it becomes a question its to
what amount of compensation should ho
paid tothose Assisted Schools. With regard
to that question of the aluouni, of compen-
sation. I must say that I entirely disagree
with the exaggerated views e-xpressed by theo
hon. member for Nannine ats to what he would
be prepared to give its compensation. I wouldl
not he at all prepared to purchase these
schools, a-s he suggests, at the figure quotted
by the Roman Catholic body, viz.,S447,OOO; and
in connection with the valuation which that
body has placed upon the sh-ool buildings in
their possession-;, list of which they have
prepared-I would not cnsent to Paty the
X6,000 for the first school mentioned, ast it is
not an Assisted School. That, however, is lie-
side the question which we have to decide.
With regard to the question of the Govern-
ment purchasing theAssisted Schools, [ believe
the G4 overnment did offer to purchase the
school buildings which were situated in the
more convenient localities, ad that they in-
tended to use them for the purposes of the
Government Schools, but I do not know
whether the purchase was effected. However,
I think the Attorney-General has effectually
answered theo arguments of the hon. member
for Nannies on the question of purchasing the
Assisted Schools, and I think the principle ad.
vocated by the Attorney-General, of allowing
the payment of' compensation to extend over a
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number of years, is a correct one. As to the
amount of the compensation, I find that in
1894. a Slum of £2,115 12s. 104. was paid to the
Assisted Schools of the colony. But, of that
amount,. £322 3s. 3d. was paid to the Orph an-
age of the Church of England, and £259 8s.
was granted to the Perth Boys' School, and if
the total of those amounts is deducted from
the sum of £216s. 104, it will be
seen that the actual amount paid to the
Assisted Schools in that year was £1,734 Is. 7d.
That amount of £1,7341 Is.l7d. multiplied by 10
would, in round numbers, amount to £17,000.
My idea is that five years' purchase would
be a fair, equitable and reason *able coinpensa-
tion for the loss of the Assisted Schools to theo
Roman Catholic body. Assuming that the
present annual grant is £22,000, i- will he seen
that the total amount of compensation would
be £10,000; but, for the suie of being generous.
and with at view to settling this question,
which we nil apparently desire sholdb
settled, I would be willing to addante
£5,000 to that sum, and make the total amount
of compensation £16,000. Enough has bjeen
said on this question in former debates, and
the time has now come when we should arrive
at an amicable conclusion regarding it.

MR. WOOD: Mr. Speaker, I feel it to be my
duty to say a few words on this subject. It
has been threshed out over and over again,
aind the only question which, in my opinion,
remains to lie settled now is as to how, and on
what terms, the Government Grant to Assisted
Schools is to be terminated. I bare gathered
from the debate that the method to be adopted
is that of a monetary compensation, and
therefore, all we have now to decide is thle
amount of that compensation. I think the
House is to be congratulated upon the fact that
within 18 month, of the last general election,
when the question of abolishing the Asasisted
School's Was such a burning one, a Bill is
introduced having for its object the abolition
of those schools. I pledged myself to my
constituents then that I would do a1 .1
could to bring about the abolition of
the dual system of education, and I con-
Sider that I have redeemed ray promise. Now,
l ami perfectly free to vote for any amuiont of
conmpensation, which in may opinion is a proper
amount. I wi under no pledge to my electors
as to any sam, and, whatever [ do in the d irec-
tion of fixing the earn to be paid to the Romati
Catholic body, I aUm prepared to take the re-
sponsibility for it at the next general election.

Mu&. LE ARE :Tel I us what you are going to
do.

Ma, WOOD: f will not tell you. TIdesire to
protest against the statement made by the
hon. member for Beverley, that the Govern-
mnent have influenced their supporters in re-
gard to this question, and, sq far as I am per-
sonally concerned, I havernever been approach-
edhbythe Premier, or by the Government Whip,
or by any member of the Government, a]-
thouigh 1 cannot say that I have not been ap-
proached by other mem bers of th e House. L
intend to oppose the amendment of the hon,
member for Bieverley, and [ intend to wait
until the Bill is being considered in Cowi-
mittee before [ state what I consider to be a
fair amount of compensation to pay to the
Roman Catholic body. I sinccrely hope that
thle Education Question will be now settled
once and for all.

Mn. A. FORRtEST 1 Sir, I do not i ntend to
give a silent vote ou this question. T shall
certainly not vote for the amendment moved

Iby the hon. member ftr Beverley, but I shall,
when the proper time comes, vote in the
direction of paying the Romnan Catholic body
£220,000 compensation, for I made up my mind
some time ago that that was a fair and equit-
able amount of compensation to pay them for

Ithe withdrawal of the capitation grant. I
shall be glad, and I am sure all bon. members
-will tie glad also, when this vexed question of

education is finally settled, because it has
Stirred up religious controversy and hitter-
ness to such an extent that there is now

Ithe possibility of at man being elected to Par-
liament simply because of his religious con Vic-
tions. I do not believe tit Such a, state of aff airs
as that should be allowed to exist and I
hope that the electors will never be led into
voting for a man because of his religious con -
noctions. Now, the qluestion of the a1mount OF
compensation is the only one that requires
to be settled. T'he Joint Select Coinnmittee re-
coumcended the payment of £.30,000, but it was
agreed, after consideration, that that amount
was too much, and that.£20,000 was an ample
Sum to pay. In that view I cordially concur;
and here let mne mention that, as far as [ am
concerned, as the G3overnment Whip, t have
not received any instructions from the
Government to ask hon. members to vote
for that amount of compensation, and I
defy anyone 1o Say that f have. With
regaqrd to the manner in which the Reman
Catholic body has conducted the education
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of the c ildron. hitherto, nobody can say any
thing against it. It hans been dlone cheap-
ly an(1 effectively, but I think everyone wilt lbe
glad when the systemi of Assisted Schools is
abolished, because I cannot understand why
all the children should not be educated under
one "National system, as suggested by the
hon. member for Nannino. I can only say,
in iionclusion, that I hope lion. members will
deal fairly and justly with this relig-ions body,
who hate done so witch in the cause of
education in the Past, and award them the
amount of compensation suggested in the
Bill, viz., £20,000, because, by doing so, we
shall save the country £2,000 a year.

MIB. JAMES. I beg to move that the
debate be now adjourned.

The House divided on the motion to adjourn,
with the following result:-

Nes ... ...

Ayes .....

Majority against
Ayva.

Mr. (Ieorge
Mr. Illingworth
Mr. Leake
Mr. Moss
Air. R. F. Shell
Mr. H. WV. Shell
Mr. Simpson
Mr. James (Teller-.)

10
Norn.

Mr. Clarkrson
Mr. Uookworthy
Sir J. Forrest
Mir. A. Forrest
Mr. Hassell
Air. Lafroy
Mr. Leton
Mr. illarmion
MAr Moran
Mr. Phillips
Mr. Randell
Mr. Richardson
Mir. Solomon
Mr. Throssell
Mr. Traylen
Mr. Venn
Mr. Wood
Mr. CJonnor (Teller.)

Motion thus negatived.
MR. LOTON : It seemis to be the desire of

some hon. members that this debate should
not be concluded co-night, and, in order to fill
up a few minutes of time, I shaLl take the op-
portunity of saying a few words on this
question. Now, in the first place, with regard
to the atoendxeat. of the hion. member
for Beverley, I uan, to a certain extent, in ac-
cord with the hon. member when he endeavors
to show thant the amount of compensation sug-
gested. in the Bill is too high; but~ss the desire
has been expressed by bon. members that the
question should be settled, it seems to sue that
it would not be right to follow the hon. mem-
ber in his desire to shelve the Bill for six
months. Now, Sir, with reguird to the claims
which hate been put forward for compen-
sation to the Roman Catholic body for the loss

of the capitation grant. I wish to refer,
without going into details, to the Education
Act of 1871, and to si inply state that, under t hat
law, two systems of education were allowed.
No religious body was compelled to adopt
either system, but it wias lef t entirely optional
tc them, and has continued to be optional to

them up to the present. ft seems toq me that
any religious body that adopted the assisted
SystOIL Of education did so possibly to en-
deavor to give a better secular education to
the obildren than could be given to them
under a nat ional systemi of education, and, at
the same time, to impart that religious in-
struction which could not be given under the
national system. Now, Parliameut has, in
deference to the wish of the people, found it
desirable to abolish the doal system of edu-
cation and to adopt one national system, and,
as that national system will be open
in future to LL religious bodies, I
really do net see why the question of vested
interests, established by the granting of the
capitation grant to any particular religious
community for educational purposes, should
be considered to have any very great bearing
on the issue at all. Those who adopted the
Assisted Schools system ia the first instance,
did not do so out of a spirit of patriotism, but
were actuated by a very laudable desire to
give their children religious instruction, and,
in onrwctiou with that matter, I should be
very glad, as far as I anm personally concerned,
to see every child receiving Lhac religious in-
struction which cannot be given nder a

-national system of education. Having said
this, it seems to use that the claim for com-
pensation on behalf or the Romain Catholic,
body for the loss of their system of education
(which, as I have said, they voluntarily
adopted), should not be made at all. However,
it has been admitted that certain vested
interests have grown up under the Act of
1871, and it is that particular point which we
have to deal with in order to see that justice
is done to the religious body whose vested
intoeets are at stake. Now, Sir, I aim pre-
pared to deal fairly, and, to a certain extent,
liberally, with that body ;and if the general
opinion should be that the proposed amiount of
compensation is too high, I hope hon, members
will miake an earnest endeavor to fix upon a
amount that will meet the wishes of all
parties. It is of no use heating about the
bush, as the hen. memuher for Nannine did,
when lie suggested that the Assisted Schools
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should be purchased by Viva State, and that
the religious body interested should be paid
a laige son, of money. If we do pur-
chase the schools, the Rooman Catholic
biody will still continue to give religion% in-
struction, and, although T do not blame them,
hut, on the contrary, commend thenm in their
desire to impart that instruction, still I do not
think they havo tiny claim on the different
creeds of thecountry toassisttheznin the work.
Therefore, in fixing the amount or tompensa-
Lion, we should consider justice on both sides,
because the pairticular cr-eed interested in
this proposed grant only represents a thirdl or
n fourth of the population, and the other two,
thirds, or three fouirths, are entitled to be con-
sidered. At any rate, if we ere at all, it should
be on the side of generosity, in order that the
qaestion may be amicably settled, and with-
out further discussion. I will Bay that,
having conferred with the lion., member for
Perth, I run of opinion that the amount lie
suggestsasm compensation, viz., Y15,000. is a
fair, reasonable, and just amount to pay.

Mn. CLA RKSON: It seems to me tniat hon.
members have addressed themselves more to
the principle irvrlved in the question, than to
the principal watter that is before the House,
and f shall move that the question be now
put.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) :I
hope the lion. mnember will not press that
motion.

TIhe motion-that the question be now put
-was not put.

Ma. JAMES : I lbeg to move that the de-
bate be now adjourned.

Motion pat and passed.
Debate adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 11.35 o'clock,

p-In-

XzgiuLatibe dLouillii,

Thuarsdayj, 19th Septemaber, 1895.

Crowan Suits Bitt: ins cononittee-Copyri4At Bill:
second reading; in cornonitter ; third reading-
Parks and )teserre., Bifl ion reading-
Addou.. .n...... A

THEn PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir 03. Shienton)
took the chair at 4.30 o'clock, pm.

CROWN SUITS BILL.

Clause 37-" Limitation of Damages"
THEn Hog. S. 3. HAYNES : Since the

adjournment. I have considered this Clause,
and ala still of opinion that the limit of

I £1,000 is totally inadequate. Whilst Iset my
face against the State paying fancy sums as
damages, [ think this umouit errs on the other
side, and I beg to propose that the word
"one" be struck out, and that the word
two" be substituted in lieu thereof. Even

by manking the sum £2,000, the interest on it
would only give a moan who wats maimed
enough to exist on.

THE How. C. A. PIESSE: I shall support
this amendment. It has been said that if
twenty peirsons were injured in an accident,
and they each got £2,000, it would be a
serious matter for the State. I might point
out, however, that this £92,000 is only a
maximum, aind it does not follow that every.

. one who is injured will get the full amount.
I should also like to know whether the pro-
visions of this Bill apply to the Land Grant
Railways.
*Ta How. F. T. CRO WDERi: I should he
prepared to support an even higher sunm than
A2,000. I do not blame the Government,
after seeing the experience of the other cobo-
nies, for trying to limit their liability, but I
think this amount of X1,000 is altogether too
small.

TaE MINI6TER FOR MINES (Ron. E.
H. Wittenoom): I hope hon. members will
seriously consider this matter in the Light of
past history. In the other colonies large sums,
and considerably more than could be afforded,
have had to be paid, and, when we take into
consideration our revenue, 1 think the sum
mentioned in the Bil11 is ample. If we had
£40,000 or £250,0(E to pay, owing to ans acci-
dent it would l-e a serious matter to the in-


